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October Meeting Report:  Heather Bray spoke about her project that involves extracting information from funeral service sheets.  

In time this information will end up on a CD for easy searching but meanwhile Heather would welcome copies of any sheets to 

add to this database.  Heather then spoke about writing up your family history, which she has had considerable experience with.  

She discussed format, colour, cost, bindings, and printing and had many examples on show.  A novel idea was to send out a sheet 

or mini book to different relatives to get corrections, feedback and generate interest before going to final print. 
 

REMINDER :    Subs now due for the six months 1 Oct – 31 Mar 2009.  A bargain at $5 if paid before Christmas! 
 

  

The History of Last Names 
 

Did your grandparents have a middle name? If they did, 

chances are their parents didn't. The three-name system 

that is fairly standard among the English speaking 

countries is a relatively recent development. 

 

The Romans had an elaborate three name system that fell 

along with the Empire, and by the fourth century AD 

there was nary a middle or last name to be found. Single 

names worked as well as can be expected for the next six 

hundred years. The practice of attaching a word to help 

identify a man was resurrected in Venice and spread first 

to France, then England, then Germany -- then to most of 

Europe.  

 

The Chinese were the first to adopt surnames to honour 

their forebears, with the family name placed first, rather 

than last. Thus, the family name of Sun Yat-sen is Sun.  

 

When communities consisted of just a few people, 

surnames weren't so important. But as each town acquired 

more and more "John's" and "Mary's", the need was 

established for a way to identify each from the other. The 

Romans had begun the practice of using "given-name + 

clan-name + family-name" about 300 B.C.  

 

In the English-speaking part of the world, the exact date 

that surnames began to be adopted can't be pinpointed. 

The Domesday Book compiled by William the Conqueror 

required surnames, but hereditary surnames are not 

considered to have been commonplace until the late 

1200's. British surnames became fixed in the period 

between 1250 and 1450. The broad range of ethnic and 

linguistic roots for British surnames reflects the history of 

Britain as an oft-invaded land. These roots include, but 

are not limited to, Old English, Middle English, Old 

French, Old Norse, Irish, Gaelic, Celtic, Pictish, Welsh, 

Gaulish, Germanic, Latin, Greek and Hebrew.  

 
Thanks to Rhonda R. McClure, Family Tree Finders  

 

 

 

The UK Census 
 

Censuses have been taken in Britain every ten years since 1801, but only 

those from 1841 will be of use to family historians, as returns from 1801-31 

contain only limited statistical data. All census records are closed for 100 

years, and at present you can only view the returns for 1841-1901. The 1911 

Census must remain closed as a whole document until 2012. 

 

The 1841 census is less informative than those for 1851-1901, as it only 

records the full name, age, gender and occupation for each individual in 

every property on the day of the census. Everyone over the age of 15 had 
their age rounded down to the nearest five years, so care should be taken 

when attempting to use this data to confirm birth dates. People are grouped 

into households within a particular property. 

 

From 1851, you will find the full name, precise age and marital status of 

every person with each household. You will also find their relationship to the 

head of household, their gender and their occupation, as well as the parish 

and county of birth for every person within each household.  •  
 

 
Tidying Up  …  continued …  

 

While we gaze lovingly at the collection of records we 
have amassed filling out our family tree, other family 
members may just see messy files or piles of papers. 
Have you organized the documents you have collected so 
that it is evident what is part of your family history? A 
well-organized binder, especially one that is well-labelled 
and that chronicles your ancestor's life in an interesting 
way, is more likely to survive than papers stuffed into a 
manila folder. Decorate the binder with ancestral images 
so that it attracts attention. Or perhaps it's time to take 
that step and start working on publishing your finds. 
 
 

 

Take items of interest such as photographs, keepsakes, books, 
clothing, & documents when talking with or interviewing family 
members.  They act as prompts to jog a memory or help if you run 
out of ideas.  Include photos of the family home, car, pets, the main 
street, the family business & people (note clothing, jewellery, 
children and the setting). 
 

CONVENOR Carole Perwick  2038 548 

SECRETARY Jill Youngson  2086 938 

TREASURER Elizabeth O’Connell 2083 727 

BULLETIN Avis McDonald  2086 812 

WEBMASTER Alan Taylor  2089 053 

WEB SITE www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsggb 

NZSG WEB SITE        www.genealogy.org.nz 

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 2 December 2008; 7pm. 

   Hokonui Heritage Centre, 

   Norfolk Street, Gore 
 

Quiz Night – team up for some fun 
questions! 

  Genealogy and Christmas themes 



Teachers: The Archives Reference Guide 5 

(Education) points out that Archives has a lot of 

information on teachers particularly primary (but not 

secondary). Most is in Registers or Rolls etc so individual 

teachers will not appear in Archway: 

http://www.archives.govt.nz/doingresearch/researchinfo/r

efguides.php 

 

Teachers are listed by grade (Registration) or by 

Education Board and School (lists of teachers) in the New 

Zealand Gazettes and AJHR (Appendix to Journal of 

House of Representatives) up to the early 1930s, though 

you will need to search the lists as they are not indexed by 

name. Many large public libraries have old Gazettes and 

AJHR.  Do you know the School/Area/Education Board? 

 

Re Archives NZ generally, there is a lot of information on 

people that is not held in a separate file with their name in 

the title. And many file titles are not yet in Archway eg 

19th century Coroner's Inquests or 1970s Probates, so a 

name search on Archway does not mean that there is no 

file about them.  And to see any file you have to go to the 

appropriate Archives (or order a copy). 
Thanks to John Wilson, Wellington, NZ Rootsweb List 

NZSG INDEX VERSION 5 

Over 7 ½ million records (1.7 million more than V4), from 164 
sources. 

Upgrade from previous versions for only $30 (return earlier 
disc with order). 

Public version has 4.7 million records from 144 sources for $80. 

Lost in the Census 

Are you looking for someone you know should be there 

but can’t find them?  Try the following: 

• Searching for their neighbours in a later or 

earlier census. 

• Google the street name and a nearby street name 

and the desired census year and look for 

someone else living in a nearby street and ‘scroll' 

back until you find your family. 

• Search for family members using just a  

first name, age and birthplace?   

• Search using the * wildcard in the surname 

• Check other sources with the same census 

records e.g. Ancestry.com and Findmypast.com. 
 

Missing Persons – it is very unusual for any 
death to go unrecorded.  The most usual reason 
for failing to locate a certificate is a misspelling 
of the surname – look under all possible 
variations.  Consider similar sounding names, 
and similar looking letters if using and index 
transcribed from the original register.  
 

There have been many changes upstairs so have a 
look and check out the December newsletter for full 
details.  Meanwhile .. remember that if you take 
something out of a box or from the shelf then return 
it to the same place or leave it on the bench or you’ll 
wear the wrath of the ‘guardian of the books’! 
 

EMIGRANTS AT BLACKWALL PIER, LONDON 1875 
 

‘East & West London’ by the Rev. Harry Jones; published by Smith, 

Elder & Co., 1875 
 

The Blackwall Pier is, I think, the best point from which the Londoner 

may see the traffic of the Thames. It is certainly reached by a railway, 

which has some of the dirtiest and shabbiest stations and carriages to be 

found anywhere, and thus the contrast presented when the door of the 

Blackwall Terminus has been passed is the more striking. You exchange 

in a moment its dingy interior for the view of a grand bend in the river, 

alive with a crowd of red-sailed barges and other craft, through which a 

few big ships proceed slowly, like oxen among sheep. To the right the 

masts of the vessels in the West India and Millwall Docks show like a 

larch plantation in the wintertime. Both ways there is a long view down 

the Thames. This spot was once chosen as a likely site for a temple of 

whitebait, but the hotel is now converted into an Emigrant Depot. With 

its bow windows commanding a finer prospect than 'The Ship' at 

Greenwich, it is now a hive of swarming emigrants, at least just before 

each shipload of them is despatched. The large balconied dining room 

has exchanged the 'purple and fine linen' of its white cloths and 

coloured wineglasses for a number of plain bare deal tables.  I must say 

a word about this, as it is indeed in some measure characteristic of the 

business that goes on at this end of London. Not only are we in contact 

with the uttermost parts of the earth by means of the merchandise, 

which we receive from thence, but also this depot is our door of 

departure for New Zealand. I have frequently to sign the papers of those 

who sail hence. The first day I visited it the dining room was filled with a 

crowd of hungry emigrants waiting for dinner, and the air with the 

odour of its advent. They sat in messes of eight or ten, to each of which 

was a captain, who kept his nose steadily pointed towards the door 

through which the smell came.  Presently a signal was given, and each 

disappeared, receiving a ticket as he passed out. With this he descended 

to the kitchen, returning in a minute or two, mostly grinning, and 

bearing a large brown oval dish, divided in the middle. One half was 

filled with roast-beef and the other with potatoes. There was enough and 

to spare for all. 'They waste a lot,' said one of the officials. But I don't 

know; it seemed to be appreciated. 'Ah,' remarked a country-looking 

fellow to me, with his cheek bulged with a huge bite, and a twinkle in his 

eye, 'I wish, sir, they would let me stay here for a month.' 'Rare good 

victuals,' said another. 'I believe you,' added a third; 'Tain't allus we've 

had a bellyful of cooked meat every day.'  The emigrants are fed and 

taken to New Zealand free of charge, excepting £1 each for 'bedding-

money' for those over twelve, and 10s. each for those under that age. I 

was struck with the air of confidence displayed by most. They were 

leaving the old country with less regret than I liked to see, though some 

of the elders looked sad. The majority were labourers. The officials told 

me that on the arrival of the ship at its destination they were for some 

time lodged in a depot free of expense, but that they were generally 

engaged at once, or soon fetched away by friends.  The sleeping 

arrangements at the depot prepare the emigrants for their inevitable 

crowding on board-ship. The married couples have each a berth to 

themselves, but dozens of these sleep in what would be called, on shore, 

the same apartment. Their discomfort, to use the mildest word, 

especially during the first week of the voyage, must be extreme. The 

single men and women are of course kept scrupulously apart, and their 

berths, especially those of the former - which were 22 inches wide, and 

separated by a wooden division some 6 inches high - looked unpleasant 

enough. However, free carriage and food can hardly be expected to be 

luxurious. Some of the men wore red-carpet slippers, which were an odd 

finish to an earth-stained suit of fustian or corduroy. Divers, however, 

had on their 'Sunday' clothes. The vessels are fine looking and roomy. 

But the 'roominess' of a ship, like that of any other place, is 

comparative, being determined by the number it is made to hold. 

Several of them were waiting their turn in the Docks hard by, and 

sticking their bowsprits over the quays in that long masted line, which 

fringes the land in these parts, and to which, the dirty Blackwall 

Railway ministers with incessant trains.  The depot associated with this 

at Plymouth sends emigrants to Sydney, Adelaide, and New Zealand. 

This at Blackwall is a point of embarkation for New Zealand alone, and 

has seen the departure of seventeen thousand emigrants from May 11th, 

1874, to August 7th in this year, which gives an average of more than a 

thousand a month. I found divers Scotch and German families awaiting 

the next ship. It looks as if New Zealand were filling up fast, since this is 

only part of the human stream, which is incessantly being poured into it 

from Europe.     ����  


