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November Meeting Report:  Brick walls broken down!  Bruce demystified aspects of some on-line genealogical sites and a good 

amount of learning was done by us all.  Thank you Bruce. 

 

REMINDER :    Subs now due for the six months 1 Oct – 31 Mar 2009.  A bargain at $5 if paid before Christmas! 
 

  

Interpreting Census Findings 
 

When you have an unusual situation, such as a mother at 

aged 61, use a checklist to ascertain what the real 

situation might be. 

 

Check the ages either side of the birth at age 61; how 

many children, how far apart?  What is it producing the 

mother's age?  Got the right mother?  Got the right 

family?  The period between the last child of the first 

fertile group and the single last (final) child is also an 

interesting phenomenon.  How old was mother at her 

death? Her partner?  What about the Mother's parents? 

What ages & dates there?  Where is the information 

coming from? Is it reliable?  Is it corroborated?  Statistics 

does not rule out the anomaly.  Perhaps the child is a 

niece /nephew or grandchild?  A common occurrence is 

the undocumented transfer of children born outside 

wedlock … Keep asking questions. 

 
Thanks to Barry Pycroft, Rootsweb Mailing List.  

 
The ‘Naming Pattern’ 

 
Given names often followed a particular system until 1900.  
This 'naming pattern' can be found in most genealogy 
research help books.  It was used in many of the northern 
countries and in some localities followed slight variations.  If 
your family held to this it is a very helpful tool. 
 
Here is how it goes: 
 

The first son was named for the father's father; 
The second son was named for the mother's father, 
The third son was named after the father. 
The fourth son was named after the father's eldest brother.  

The first daughter was named after the mother's mother.    
The second daughter was named after the father's mother.  
The third daughter was named after the mother.  
The fourth daughter was named after the mother's eldest 
sister.  

If a widowed individual remarried and had children with the 
new spouse, the first child of the same gender as the 
deceased spouse was given the spouse's name. The same 
was true if a child in the family died, then the next of that 
gender was given that name. 

THE FIRST DECADE OF THE GOLDFIELDS.   

Banks and Bankers are so indissolubly connected with and goldfields towns 

of the first decade of the gold era of Otago, that this record would be 

incomplete were they not allotted a chapter all to themselves. Next to the 

hero of the most recent find, who so important as the local bank manager and 

gold-buyer, who exchanged crisp notes or bright sovereigns for the gold no 

less bright or valuable, but not quite so practicable as a means of exchange as 

the current coin of the realm? The notes of goldfields banks and bankers and 

the early goldfields towns which follow are from the pen of a respected 

member of the craft who was in the hurly-burly from the beginning, but who 

is still vigorous enough to successfully manage one of the most important 

branches of his bank outside of Dunedin :- Stephenson, and McAllister. Mr. 

Douglas had graduated at Ballarat and Creswick's Creek in the early fifties.  

He resigned his Dunedin appointment in 1864 to accept a lucrative and 

important position in a London bank. 

 …  Switzers, now called Waikaia, 97 miles from Dunedin. -this was a small 

diggings. About 1867 this diggings was at its best, and every miner was 

doing fairly well. The gold has a special appearance, and has a shape 

uncommonly like bran in nice flakey sections. Possibly in the near future, if 

worked systematically by elevators, dredges, and other modern appliances, 

much of the old glory of Switzers may return. 

From Papers Past, Otago Witness, 17 March 1898, Page 56. 

What is a Tithe? 
 

Since the 10th century everyone paid a tenth of what they 
produced to support the church. This was called the Tithe. 
Originally this was in the form of actual goods - wheat, 
barley, oats etc. Over time the right to receive the tithes often 
passed out of the hands of the parish priest to others.  
 
With the growth of non-conformism the payment of tithes to 
support a church of which one was not a member became 
very unpopular. In 1836 (the English) Parliament decided that 
all the tithe payments should be converted to an annual cash 
payment (the 'rentcharge') instead. Commissioners then 
surveyed every parish to decide what the original tithe was 
worth and how much the cash equivalent should be. A list of 
each property was produced, with the names of the owner 
and occupier, its size and value, together with a large scale 
map of the parish. This 'Apportionment' showed how the 
rentcharge should be shared amongst the various 
landowners. The records of land ownership, or Tithe Files, 
made by the Commission are now a valuable resource for 
historians.                                                  www.familyhistory.uk.com 

CONVENOR Carole Perwick  2038 548 

SECRETARY Jill Youngson  2086 938 

TREASURER Elizabeth O’Connell 2083 727 
BULLETIN Avis McDonald  2086 812 
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Apoplexy has been used as a synonym for "stroke".  Historically, 

the word "apoplexy" was also used to describe any sudden death 

that began with a sudden loss of consciousness, especially one 

where the victim died within a matter of seconds after losing 

consciousness. Those reading historical documents should take 

into consideration the possibility that the word "apoplexy" may 

be used to describe the symptom of sudden loss of 

consciousness immediately preceding death and not an actual 

verified disease process. Sudden cardiac deaths, ruptured 

cerebral aneurysms, certain ruptured aortic aneurysms, and even 

heart attacks may have been described as apoplexy in the past.  
Wikipedia. 

Double-decker graves to tackle lack of 

burial space 

 
Human remains are to be exhumed and re-buried deeper 

in the ground in double-decker graves to tackle a shortage 

of space for new burials, it has been reported by Jon 

Swaine, 15 Nov 2008, ‘The Telegraph’. 

 

New inscriptions are to be added to existing headstones 

while some old gravestones could even be removed 

altogether, it is thought. 

 

A dozen local authorities around Britain are to begin an 

18-month trial of the scheme, which will see the first 

large-scale disturbance of remains since Victorian times, 

in the new year, according to The Times. 

 

It comes as a response to a shortage of burial space across 

the country. A Government report last year found that 

burial space in England and Wales will be full in 30 years, 

while some urban boroughs are already out of room. 

 

Tim Morris, the chief executive of the Institute of 

Cemeteries and Crematorium Management, has said that 

only graves more than 100 years old that are no longer 

visited will be considered for the scheme.  

 

Mr Morris, who is also a member of the Government's 

burial advisory board, told The Times: "In the cities this is 

a serious problem and our cemeteries are just not 

sustainable. We need these powers across the country or 

we are going to have serious disposal problems."  

 

Alan Fairchild, another member of the burial advisory 

board, said: "It's an important measure for us to be able to 

provide burial space throughout the country," he said. "It's 

a very sustainable way of doing it."  

 

He added that re-use of graves would not take place if 

existing family members had objections. 

 

Almost a third of the roughly 600,000 people who die 

each year in Britain are buried.               
STOP PRESS 

 

Just arrived upstairs are new bound volumes of the 
Mataura Ensign from 2000 – 2007.   
 
Also check out the new colour coded boxes in the 
reference section – everything from Farm Location 
Maps, Church Records, Newspaper Clippings to Area 
Histories. 
 
Enjoy…  & please  remember to put them back where 
you got them from! 

 

The Gregorian Calendar 
 

The Roman ‘Julian’ Calendar was named after Julius Caesar and 

the Roman influence explains why the months of July (Julius) and 

August (Augustus) are named after Roamn emperors.  Caesar 

overhauled the Roman calendar in 47 BC by changing the number 

of days in the months to bring the total to 365 days with a leap day 

every four years.  He changed New Year’s Day from the northern 

spring equinox to just after the northern winter solstice. 

 

This new calendar functioned well enough, but in 1582 AD it was 

realised that the the solar year is marginally shorter than 365 1/4 

days, and so the Julian Calendar gradually ran slow over the 

centuries. This was fine-tuned by dropping three leap years every 

400 years. This change was adopted by the Roman Catholic Church 

and named after Pope Gregory. New Year’s Day was now observed 

on the first day of the calendar year. 

 

Catholic countries adopted this calendar, but it is important to 

realize that the cutover did not occur at the same time in all 

countries.  Germany and Holland, less Catholic than Italy but less 

stubborn than protestant England (who resisted what it saw as a 

papal conspiracy), changed over in 1698; Sweden in 1753.   

 

In 1792, in the heady days after the French Revolution, the 

Republicans replaced the Gregorian calendar with one of 12 equal 

30-day months, plus five or six extra days a year. Weeks were of 10 

days, which meant that rest days were less common. Days were 

divided into 10 hours of 100 minutes and 10,000 seconds. However 

Napoleon returned France to the Gregorian calendar in 1806.   

 

Russia did not change until 1918, after the Revolution. The 

changeover created confusion for some historians and commentators 

outside Russia who referred to the revolution as the ‘November 

Revolution’ when, in fact, it was October in the Russian calendar.   

 

Greece changed in 1923 but many Orthodox churches still use the 

Julian Calendar.  The later the changeover happened, the more days 

were lost.  

 

The days between the 4
th

 and 15
th

 October 1582 were lost for Italy 

and most Catholic countries; and in England and its colonies 

(including what is now the United States) Wednesday 2 September 

1752 was followed by Thursday 14 September in 1752.  However in 

Alaska, Friday 6 October 1867 was followed by Friday 18 October 

1867, as this was the date that Russia sold Alaska to the USA, and 

the International Date Line was moved to its present location. 

 

Researching in Sweden?  

 

The Swedish dithered. In 1700 they began what was intended to be a 

gradual switch to the Gregorian calendar. They planned to stop 

observing leap years until their calendar was in line with the 

Gregorian one. They did omit the leap year in 1700, but observed 

the leap year in 1704 and 1708 (apparently they forgot the plan). 

Thus they were 10 days out of step with the Gregorian calendar and 

1 day off from the Julian.  Then, in 1712, they changed their minds, 

and went back to the Julian system by adding two leap days to 

February.  

 

Somewhere in Sweden, there are probably some unique baptismal 

records of people whose birthday was on a date never to be seen 

again: February 30.   

 

Lithuania and Lativia, which were under Polish rule at the time of 

the reform (and hence changed in 1582), actually reverted to the 

Julian calendar, so strong were the feelings. They did not change 

back again until the 20th century. 


