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April Meeting notes Graham Stephens, 

the funeral director had all members attention 
when he listed the requirements necessary for 
death certificates. Sometimes ashes from 
cremations are not collected due to lack of 
communication amongst relatives. The ashes 
can be scattered anywhere relatives wish, but 
bodies have to be buried in a cemetery if they 
live with in 30 miles of a cemetery. The ashes of 
an elderly man were to be divided into four, 
until one of the sons discovered he was cut out 
of the will. He was adamant the ashes only 
needed to be divided into three.  
 

Birth, death and marriages 

www.bdmhistoricalrecords.identityservices.
govt.nz/home/ The new index which is now on 
line has many anomalies. The indexes have 
been re entered from the original registers, so 
the folio numbers are totally unrelated to those 
on the BDM fiche, and there are hundreds of 
missing names. It appears it may still being 
added to, so although it is online, it is to be 
hoped that it is far from complete. Dates have to 
be entered in full, or they are rejected and you 
have to start again. To define if it is your John 
Smith, note the year, and search the fiche at the 
HHC and refer to the relevant books for the 
place of registration. Registration districts do 
not apply to marriages. 

 

1911 Census. England – 

NOT Wales, Scotland, Isle of 
Man, Channel Islands, 
overseas Military 

establishments or Royal Navy 
ships at sea.  
Please note there are no records for Wales as 
yet, but search http://blog.1911census.co.uk/ for 
updates of progress.   

 
Scotland has a separate census for 1911 which 
will not be accessible until 2011 due to the 
country’s privacy laws.(drat)  
This census was taken on 2 April 1911 which is 
useful when trying to determine the dates on the 
census return. 
 

You cannot use a wild card to search for John* 
with the hope of getting all the names of 
Johnston, Johnstone etc. You have to be precise, 
so enter each name separately and view the 
results.  
There are some data restrictions, such as 
infirmity column which is blocked out.  
This census is known as the ‘fertility census’ 
because of the extra questions. How long the 
parents had been married, and the number of 
living and deceased children. This could be very 
important, because you then have an 
approximate marriage date which you can 
search for.  
 

There are three columns which ask how many 
children were born, how many were still alive 
and how many had died. This indicates how 
many children have left the home for work etc. 
Use this in conjunction with the 1901 census to 
ascertain how many children have died during 
the past 10 years.  
 

This is the last census before World War 1, 
when thousands of men of all ages died in the 
trenches, on the sea, in the air, plus women who 
were nurses, drivers, and the general population 
who died because of  bombing throughout Great 
Britain.  
 

Added to that was the Suffragette movement 
when women who were legitimately the head of 
the house refused to fill in the census form, 
because they were not permitted to vote. One 
census form had the following written across it 

CONVENOR Carole Perwick  2038 548 
SECRETARY Jill Youngson   2086 938 
TREASURER Liz O’Connell  208 3727 
BULLETIN   Avis McDonald  2086 812 
WEBMASTER Alan Taylor    2089 053    
WEB SITE www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsggb 
NZSG WEB SITE 
www.genealogy.org.nz 

Next meeting 
Hokonui Research Centre 
2 June 2005 at 8pm  

Mystery Night -   
 



– NO PERSONS LIVE HERE – ONLY 
WOMEN.  Or NO VOTE, NO CENSUS. We 

can only hope it is not a household we desperately 
wanted to see! 
 

The schedules that have been filmed are the 
originals were filled out by the householder. 
This gives us the handwriting and signature but 
adds some unexpected problems   
 

In the 1911 census the statistics were: Life 
expectancy was 54 years for women and 50 for 
men. The average family had 2.8 children and 
the 5 top occupations were domestic service, 
agriculture, coal mining, building and cotton 
manufacture.  
 

1911 Social Life History. 

 
King George V was crowned at Westminster 
Abbey but without the state ceremony of the 
previous two coronations. The Suffragettes tried 
to stop the opening of Parliament – they were 
not successful. However 40,000 women 
marched in protest from the Thames 
Embankment to Albert Hall on 17 June.  
This is an amazing census, and the fact that it is 
available before 2011 is brilliant.  
Use the following sites to complement the 
census.  
 

Historical Directories 
www.historicaldirectories.org  and once again 
use old maps  www.old-maps.co.uk  to locate 
your ancestors place of abode.  
 

Some money Some money Some money Some money saving and frustration tips saving and frustration tips saving and frustration tips saving and frustration tips     
    
1. Keep all your passwords and ‘log on 

names’ in one place or book.  
2. Photocopy this vital page and put it 

somewhere safe.  
3. Name and address any exercise book or 

papers you are taking to a repository – this 
includes the Hocken,, National Archives or 
Hokonui Heritage center.   

4. You do not want to lose them, and the staff 
may not know what names you were 
researching… In fact in some places they 
do not even know you.  

5. Photocopy any birth, death or marriage 
certificates and leave the originals in your 
file AT HOME.  

6. Take a family ‘pedigree’ sheet when going 
to a research facility out of your own town. 

7.  Make a long list with dates etc of what you 
want to search, because some may not be 
available 

8. National Archives - request the wills on the 
National Archway site some days before, 
and have them waiting at the desk . 
(Parking is available on the west side of the 
Dunedin Archives.) 

9. The most comprehensive holding of hard 
copies of Stones Otago and Southland 
directories and Electoral rolls are held at 
Hocken Library, Anzac Avenue, Dunedin 
where parking is normally available.  

New Zealand Marriages 1836– 1956  
This is a brilliant CD but it can also be very 
frustrating to say the least. If it insists the 
marriage you want is missing, use the  ‘clear’ 
button and start again. Less information is 
sometimes more successful. i.e  remove the 
date, or second name and remember you may 
have the name as George Francis but he may 
have married as Francis George or simply one 
name. If you know the spouses name, searching 
on that is often successful. The spouses surname 
listed on the right, and you can click on the 
button to see the given name.  
 

.Useful Websites for passengers 

and ships  

Petone Settlers' Museum 
http://www.huttcity.govt.nz/Council-
Facilities/Museums--Galleries/  
Petone-Settlers-Museum/Passenger-
Database-/Passenger-Database/ 
 

Auckland Council's site 
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz.www.elg
ar.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/passengers/  
passenger.html 
 

"New Zealand Bound" 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ance
stry.com/~nzbound/  
Gavin Petries "Immigrant Ships to New 
Zealand" 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ance
stry.com/~shipstonz/shipstonz.html  
Denise & Peter’s ships and passenger list 
 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ance
stry.com/~ourstuff/ 

 


