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Gore Branch of New Zealand of Genealogists 

July 2010 

Next Meeting  
6 July 2010 
Trip to Invercargill Archives.  
Assemble at ISite car park 5.50pm   
Departure 6pm sharp.  

Numbers to Barbara by 3 July  
Supper hostesses –  
Lynley Hamilton / Joy Johnston 

 
Branch News –June 2010                    

Our new Convenor Rhonda welcomed a large 
number of members for an excellent meeting prior to 
Rebecca Smith speaking on the archives in 
Invercargill. Although she is attached to the Library 
her aim is to create a repository similar to the 
wonderful Hocken Library in Dunedin. All the hard 
copies of Southland school records are kept in The 
Southland Archives, but the indexes remain s they 
were, in the filing cabinet in the library. Her task to 
assess and sort what was in the hundreds of boxes 
that were stored off site was obviously massive. 
Thank you Rebecca. A lovely supper followed. 

A report from the excellent Oral History workshop 
held in Invercargill by Helen Frizzell was presented. 
The Gore branch computer upstairs is working gain, 
thanks to some very clever IT men.  

The file of Eastern Southland Early Settlers Register 
was brought to the members notice. If you have an 
ancestor who lived in the wide area of Tapanui- 
Lumsden. Fortrose and all places inside that, please 
collect a form, or email the newsletter editor to 
obtain one. All of the sheets are indexed and a 
valuable resource of early families. There are no 
restriction of years so all names are very welcome.  

Hints for new members 

When reading your bulletin– if you double click on 
any of the web sites, your computer will take you 
directly to it. This will avoid mistakes of letters etc. 

Brick Walls –   

After searching for years for the death of Daniel 
Finlayson, a lister using Free BMD’s solved it 
within hours. I was very delighted. Use the different 
lists when you have a brick wall. The lister who 
found my grandfathers ½ brother’s death wasn’t 
even related. Another wall falls down. Now to find 
the rest of the family!!! Genealogy is like a jigsaw 
with out any outside pieces. There is always another 
piece to be searched  

 

 

 

Welcome to New members;                                
Wendy and Geoff Sanford from Waipahi. Members are 
available to assist with your research.  Don’t hesitate to ask. 

Webb Sites  

NZSG has just negotiated more titles to expand the list of On 
Line Newspapers already available to their members. Only 

NZSG members can access these sites.  
Log in to the NZSG website, go to  MEMBERS AREA ON 

LINE EWSPAPERS  

Searchable Newspapers 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen>   

1. Times Digital Archive - 200 years of The London Times 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db= 

TTDA%20>   
2. 17th & 18th Century Burney Collection - 1,270 newspapers 
and news pamphlets from the United Kingdom 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db=BBCN>   
3. 19th Century British Library Newspapers parts 1 & 2 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db=BNCN  - 
includes papers originating in England, Scotland and Ireland 

4. 19th Century US Newspapers 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db=NCNP>  
- featuring full-text content and images from numerous 
newspapers from a range of urban and rural regions throughout 
the U.S.  

5. The Illustrated London News Historical Archive, 1842-2003 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db=ILN>  

 
6. 19th Century UK Periodicals 
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nzsocgen?db=NCUK> 

The 1901 census of all Ireland is now online, searchable and 
FREE. http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie:80/search/ 

Scottish newspapers – http://newspapers.bl.uk/blcs - 
Caledonian, Aberdeen Journal, Glasgow Herald. The Scotsman 
from 1817 – 1950  http://archive.scotsman.com . Edinburgh 
Gazette – 1699- to present day – www.edinburgh-gazette.co.uk  

  



 

Members Interest: Rhonda 

Wilson (nee) Bulling 

On my mothers side I am researching  Cairns, 
Langford, Corcoran and Gilmour. 
My Great grandmother Hanora Corcoran came to 
New Zealand on the “Gothic” arriving in Wellington 
from London in July 1897 and then to Invercargill 
where she boarded a train to Centre Bush with only a 
penny in her pocket. She was met there by her 
brother in law Frank Langford and taken to South 
Hillend, which took them three hours. She was 22 
and had come to live with her sister. 
Hanora was the youngest of a family of 11.Her 
mother and Father being Tom and Catherine 
Corcoran of Laghtacllow. 
She then married Franks brother Joe and they settled 
in South Hillend, where the school was later built. 
Joe was born in Tralee County Kerry in 1855, he 
arrived on the ship Waitangi with his brother Bill in 
1877. 
Joe worked in Canterbury for some time before 
coming south to where his brother Frank had settled 
in 1885.Jo brought his farm in !894 and married 
Hanora in 1897.Joe was from a family of 12 his 
Mother and Father being William and Mary 
Langford from County Kerry Ireland. Joe and 
Hanora went on to have a family of 8 All born at the 
little cottage at South Hillend. 
My grand mother Kathleen as we new her (Nana) to 
all the kids in Tuatapere, (as in her old age she lived 
in a caravan and travelled around the family after 
granddad died) was actually named Catherine but 
she didn’t know this until she needed her birth 
certificate when she was 60. 
She married Owen Cairns who’s mother and father 
were Timothy and Janet Cairns from Heddon Bush 
and one of 16 children. 
Timothy came to N.Z from Ireland in 1874 at the 
age of 16 and was a ploughboy in Canterbury, where 
he met Janet Gilmour daughter of John and Jane 
Gilmour a pioneer in Canterbury (whom I need to 
find out more about). 
Kathleen and Owen were married in Centre Bush in 
1927 and had a family of 9,all but 2 are still living. 
My mother Veronica was brought up in Limehills 
where her father worked at the Limeworks and also 
worked on the Hommer Tunnel. 
My mother Veronica married my father Robert 
Edward Maxwell Bulling in Invercargill in 1952 
where they lived before moving to Tuatapere. I am 
one of five Children. My parents have both passed 
away and would now have 11 grandchildren and 11 
great grandchildren. 
It is believed that 2 Kerins brothers came to N.Z 
together from Ireland but because they couldn’t get 

work changed the spelling of their name to the Scottish 
spelling. Kerin to Cairns. 
And yes, Ellen Langford who lived to 106 in Southland is 
indeed a cousin. 
Granddad  Cairns , Eugene Owen Cairns served in the 1st 
World War but I don’t know any details….. 

CAN YOU HELP !   

Members Interest : Marg McDougall   
(nee Cochrane) 
My interest in Genealogy was sparked when I was given a box 
of papers & photos, collected by my mum and her cousin (both 
now deceased).  
I was born in Gore and have lived all of my life in Southland. 
 

My mother’s family is the Catto’s who have farmed for 134 
years at Otikerama near Pukerau and this is where my research 
is focused.  
James Catto arrived in NZ sometime between 1861- 1871 and 
spent some time on the Taieri before purchasing 199 acres at 
Otikerama by deferred payment in 1876. In 1879 he married 
Elizabeth Ellen Shaw, from Drumcliff, Ireland, who came to 
Port Chalmers with her younger sister on the Peter Denny in 
July 1874. 
 

My father’s forbearers John & Elizabeth Cochrane 
emigrated from Backboath, Dundee, Scotland, arriving in 
Lyttelton in February 1867 aboard The Himalaya. The farming 
family with 7 children settled in the Waimate district and a 
further 5 children were born.  
In 1987, 120 years of life in NZ was celebrated and a family 
booklet produced. 
 

My Brick Wall is how and when James Catto came to NZ, 
where he landed and what he did before purchasing his farm. 
His obituary and the book Land of Many Hills stated that he 
came on the ship City of Glasgow in 1866 to Dunedin, but this 
ship didn’t come to Dunedin until much later. I have found 
records of James in ploughing matches on the Taieri in June 
1871. 
Also who were Elizabeth Ellen Shaw’s parents? 

Other family Names: Bagrie, Hellier, Thomson, Reid.  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>      
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New  Scottish Websites 

Find a Grave in Scotland 

www.finagraveinbscotland.com 
was designed to allow people to 
locate a grave or monument within a cemetery or 
graveyard. You can access the locations recorded through 
an interactive map or by using the search box.  
 

BordersFHS www.brodersfhs.uk is one of the best 
society sites in Scotland. It hosts indexes to Poor Law 
records, monumental inscriptions and other records and 



details pages listing records for Berewickshire, 
Peebleshire, Roxburch and Selkirkshire.  
 

The National Library of Scotland – 
www.nls.uk/maps   has over 20,000 images of 
maps from across the country, going back to the 
Scottish reformation in 1560 –  and A military 
Survey of Scotland taken between 1747 and 
1755 after Bonnie Prince Charles Jacobite 
rebellion.  
Scotlands Places  www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk  
Search records by geographic area. The home page 
allows you to search the material via an interactive 
map of Scotland’s pre 1975 counties. 
You can search for any location in Scotland through 
the top right hand corner of the screen using a place 
name, co ordinates or through the online gazetteer. 
The map allows you to zoom into the right location 
on a separate screen. The interactive parish map on 
the county pages allows you to narrow down the 
parish of interest. One of the best features of this site 
is free to access collection of records such as Farm 
Horse tax records from returns between 1797 and 
1798. Original records have been digitized for each 

parish. This site is brilliant but slow 

The Scottish gazetteer 1896 is available at Electric 
Scotland www.electricscotland.com  It has a vast 
range of transcribed history books and the Statistical 
Accounts of Scotland. These are detailed accounts, 
written by the local Church of Scotland parish 
minister in 1790. Some of their observations are 
ruthless 

Hints for new members 
Have you watched Who Do You Think You Are and 
muttered ‘ “If only it was that easy”. Have you also 
noted that the most obvious steps for genealogy are 
often ignored to create a good story?  
 

Always work backwards from yourself:  
1. Get your own full birth certificate 
    You will get this information –  
    Your parents marriage date, and place,  
     fathers and mothers name, age, birthplaces  
 

Do you know your grandparents birth places? 
 

2. If not, get their marriage certificate.  

• But…….. remember  - pre 1880 NZ 

marriage certificates give only date, place, 

ages,  occupation and place of residence  

• There are no birth places or parents 

noted. 

• If this occurs, get a child’s birth 

certificate after 1880 – it should have the 

parents birth places.  
By now you are probably searching in England, 
Scotland, Ireland or Wales 

• English registration started 1837, but it was not 
compulsory until much later so there are gaps.  

• Scotland compulsory registrations started 1855 and 
they were very informative in that year. They are still 
amazing. Death and birth times are listed, but no 
cemetery details!  

• Irish registration started in 1864, but many of the 
records were lost in the troubles of 1922.  

Try to use three sources for essentials such as ages, birth 
places – Census’ were held every 10 years in England, 
Scotland and Wales from 1841 with a 100 year embargo of 
accession of same. Hokonui Heritage Centre has the 1881 
census on discs for all of UK and Isle of Man… 
 

 Create a Chronology 

Arrange all of the records you've found by date and create a 
timeline on a data sheet for the family.  
Start with the events you have found in records. This will 
indicate what you can next search for in the records. If records 
indicate the first child (estimated from Marriage and death 
certificates) was born in 1845 in Ireland, and the next known 
child was born in the N.Z in 1853, they have obviously 
immigrated to N.Z Note all of the sources that support those. 

 >>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 
WWII personnel records 
They are at the NZDF Personnel Archives at Trentham; there 
is one free record a year from them. All WWII records (Army, 
Navy, Air Force) are held there, and some for WWI soldiers 
who stayed in the Army (permanent or territorial) after 1 
January 1921. Some of the WWII Air Force ones e.g. for those 
who trained in the Empire Air Training Scheme in Canada 
before flying in Europe are quite detailed. 
http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/personnel-records/nzdf-
archives/default.htm 
 

www.switchboard.com is a listing for phone numbers 
everywhere in the USA. Enter name and State - should show 
what you want plus addresses as well. 

Denise & Peter's "Our Stuff"  shipping 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ourstuff/ 
Olwyn's "NZ Bound"  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzbound/ 
Gavin's "Ships to NZ"  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~shipstonz/ 
Corey's "Yesteryears" http://www.yesteryears.co.nz/ 
Ancestors On Board http://www.ancestorsonboard.com/ 

Early NZ census data on the website 
www.ourhokianga.com covering the Hokianga area 

New Zealand military records for South African war  
Personnel records for all 10 contingents of the NZ Mounted 
Rifles are now online through Archives New Zealand’s site.  
www.archway.archives.govt.nz 
Deceased Online  Search for deaths in the UK and Ireland, but 
the database is not comprehensive.  
www.deceasedonline.com  
Early NZ census (1642 - 1839 and 1840 – 1845 Brett's: 
http://shadowsoftime.co.nz/settlers.html 



 Recent Australian deaths  ww.obituary.com.au  
Irish records – 
Look for regular additions of new records for Ireland 
at this website. www.rootsireland.ie  
New Zealand university graduates 1870-1961  
http://shadowsoftime.co.nz/university.html  
Otago university graduates to May 1988 are in hard 

copy on the shelf at Hokonui Heritage Centre.  

Familysearch.org  Even more records can be found 
on this additional Family Search website.  
http://fsbeta.familysearch.org/  
For a list of newspaper archives available from 
different countries, see Wikipedia. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_newspa
per_archives 
 

Irish Parish Records on Line. 
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie  
Church of Ireland records of 
Dublin City and counties Kerry 
and Carlow, also a subset of the 
Roman Catholic parishes in the 
Diocese of Cork & Ross have also been added.  
In addition to these records, digital images of the 
original church records, relating to these areas, are 
now available to view on this website. 
Working on the completion of the Dublin City and 
South & West Cork Roman Catholic records. The 
Central Signposting index (C.S.I) contains over 3 
million genealogical records which may help you 
trace that elusive Irish ancestor. If you are not 
certain of the county of origin of your ancestor this 
could help you make a start. 
There are currently 3,198,125 records in the 
database from Armagh, Cavan, Derry, Donegal, 
Fermanagh, Leitrim, Limerick, Mayo, Sligo, 
Tyrone & Wexford. Types of record include Birth, 
Baptism, Marriage, Griffith's Valuation, Tithe 
Applotments' and 1901 Census returns. 
Remember Less is best so if you don't get a hit try 
just the name with no dates or county  
The 1901 census of all Ireland is now online, 
searchable and FREE. 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie:80/search/ 
 Also be aware of the following:  Released in its 
entirety last autumn the 1911 Census was made 
freely accessible on National Archives of Ireland 
website. www.census.nationalarchives.ie. the first 
complete Irish census ever to be made available on 
line with some 4.4. million people being 
enumerated. By taking the information from the 
census site and inputting it on the LostCousins 
database, you can establish connections with others 
who many also share the same relatives and who are 
similarly registered for the site.The 1911 Irish 
Census joins five others already catered for on the 
site. - LostCousins supports six censuses in all: US 
1880, Canada 1881, England and Wales 1841 and 
1881 and Scotland 1881. The Irish census is amazing…  

New Zealand Registration Acts  

The registration acts of 1847, 1858, and 
1875 did not allow for registration of births 
after six months. The first act to specifically 
do so was the Registration of Births and 
Deaths Act Amendment Act of 1882, followed by seven 
subsequent acts:  
 

Registration of Births Extension Act 1889  
Registration of Births & Deaths Amendment Act 1892  
Registration of Births Extension Act 1901  
Registration of Births Extension Act 1906 Births and Deaths  
Registration Amendment Act 1912  
Births & Deaths Registration Amendment Act 1915  
Births & Deaths Registration Amendment Act 1920  
 

Each act was valid for only one year (two years in 1901), and 
only applied to children born more than 12 months BEFORE 
the passing of the act (reduced to six months in 1906).  
 

Permanent provision was introduced in the 1924 Act. From 
then on, late registrations are noted in the index by sec 24 
(1924 Act), or sec 14 (1951 
Act), or sec 16 (1995 Act).  
 

Each act required registrations made under its provisions to be 
recorded in a separate register, so the district keys do not apply 
in this context. 
When you are ordering the certificate, make sure you state 
"1912 Extension Act" (or the appropriate Act), else you will 
get a nil return (which still costs). In all cases, the births were 
registered by the Registrar-General, not the local Registrar. 

(There was a  penalty of 5/- for late registration of births –one 
family simply registered the 12 month child with the next one 
so they suddenly became ‘twins’. This had to be done outside 
their local district. To confuse the genealogist they did the 
same later so suddenly they had two sets of twins). 
________________________________________ 

Australia Resources  

The population in New South Wales has 
the highest population – it was founded 
in 1788 but later was carved into 
Tasmania in 1825, South Australia 
1836, Victoria 1851 and Queensland 1859. The early 
immigrants may have been convicts with wonderful 
descriptions (no photos available at that time). They can be 
traced through online indexes, naturalization, land records, 
census returns, convict, court, police and prison records, early 
estate records. State records Authority of New South Wales – 
www.records.nzs.gov.au  

www.bdm.nsw.gov.au holds early births, marriages and deaths 
from 1788- 1855. It also contains civil registrations from 1856 
to present day. Included are births 1788-1909, marriages 1788- 
1959, deaths 1788- 1979. These are free to search but cost Aus 
$28 to order certificates online.  

Welcome home Carole and Joe.   


