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Next Meeting  
3 May 2011 - 8 pm  
Research night.  

 

Please bring Party plate  

Branch News  

April 2011 

Our speaker, Don Hesselin spoke of the flour mill 
where the Mataura Paper mills were later built. The 
old suspension bridge over the Mataura was replaced 
in 1929 with the present bridge. There are 17 burials 
at the Reko cemetery. 15,000 babies were born at 
‘Nithdale” Nursing Home with Sister Scott and Dr 
Woodrow in attendance.  

He described of the early terrain of the Tuturau 
reserve where the last Maori war occurred. There 
was a Maori house and a gravel pit. Originally there 
was a large plantation of 40 acres of flax. When it 
was cut by Johnston Bros, Redan, 400 tons of flax 
removed. A horse with a swing chain pulled the cut 
bundles of flax to the top of the gullies where the 
lorry was standing. This was known as ‘snigging’.  

The story of young men spying 3 pairs of ladies 
large ladies bloomers on the laundry line as they 
went home from a dance; removing them, stuffing 
them full of hay, and pegging said articles back on 
the line caused much hilarity amongst the members. 
A delicious supper closed the evening.  

In May it is 35 In May it is 35 In May it is 35 In May it is 35 
years since the years since the years since the years since the 
Gore NZSG Gore NZSG Gore NZSG Gore NZSG 
brbrbrbranchanchanchanch was  was  was  was 
formed. This formed. This formed. This formed. This 
special occasion special occasion special occasion special occasion 

will be celebrated with a special supper. will be celebrated with a special supper. will be celebrated with a special supper. will be celebrated with a special supper.     

Suggestions for speakers and activities for next 

years programme are most welcome.  

*********** 

NZSG AGM and Conference – 

Dunedin, 3-6 June 2011 

There has been an excellent response and a large 
number have registered to attend this event. Have 
you made the decision to be there? Remember this 
will probably be the last NZSG Conference.  

               *********** 

 

Southland and Otago 
Presbyterian 

Marriages and Baptisms – 

Guess who                     1848 – 1920 

When a Presbyterian Church 
closes in these provinces, all 
records are forwarded to this 
repository which is located in the 

Hewitson Centennial wing at Knox 
College.  

The Research Centre is dedicated 
to making archives and records 
available and accessible for 
research, locally, nationally and 
internationally.  They will assist 
those researching their family.         
Researchers unable to visit can send their inquiries by email, 
regular mail or telephone and the Research Staff will undertake 
the research.see fees schedule               
Location: Entry Ground Floor, Hewitson Wing, Knox 
College, Arden Street                    
Postal Address: Archives Research Centre, Knox College, 
Arden Street, Dunedin.                       
Car Parking: Knox College provides a visitors’ Car Park at 
the bottom of Arden Street.  There is a disability car park by 
the Archives Research Centre entrance.              
Opening Hours:        9.30am to 4.30pm weekdays. (kindly 
ring before visiting)       
 Telephone:                (03) 4730777   

 Facsimile:                  (03) 4738466                    
E-mail:  pcanzarchives@knoxcollege.ac.nz               
Web site     www.presbyterian.org.nz/archives/ 
   Services Offered:    
 Readers’/Research Room  
 Photocopying services                       
 Photographic reproduction   
 Facilities to use lap top computers  

 Research & Photocopying & Reproduction 

Fees  apply  - see the web site.              
 Enquiries welcomed from Genealogists 

 (What is a ‘whitrit’????????) answer back page 



Anzac Day 

Along with hundreds of other people I attended the 
Gore dawn parade. My father and his brothers did 
not go to war, and this puzzled me for years because 
they were fit, healthy and my father was an excellent 
shot. I finally found they were enlisted, but never 
went to camp because they were flaxmillers which 
was an essential industry.  

However my thoughts were with the thousands of 
men who died, and my Finlayson family who lost 
two of their three sons. Denis Daniel Finlayson died 
aged 20, and Bernard Stuart FINLAYSON, died 
aged 19. Their brother Lance Cpl. R A Finlayson, 
M.M., Royal.W. Surrey. Was awarded a medal 30 Oct 

1918 = for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty. When his section officer was attacked and 
wounded by two of the enemy during a raid, he 
bayoneted them both, and then took command of the 
section and led them forward with great 
determination through the enemy's wire to the 
second line, inflicting heavy causalities. His 
gallantry and daring were conspicuous and his fine 
example greatly contributed to the success of the raid.                     

 

Life as a TB patient. Before 

antibiotics were discovered tuberculosis was a 
spectre that loomed over the world. It killed the poor 
and rich without discrimination.  It has been killing 
people for thousands of years – even Egyptian 
mummies, and there are references to it in the Bible. 
It has had many names – phthisis, galloping 
consumption, the white plague, but we know it 
known as TB. It can affect many different parts of 
the body, mainly lungs but also joints, organs and 
bones. Nobody was immune – it killed D H 
Lawrence, two of the Bronte sisters, Chopin and 
Keats and Vivien Leigh. In 1800’s it was the biggest 
killer in Western Europe – it was the cause of 1 out 
of 8 deaths.  

Treatment in sanatoriums included healthy meals, 
being in balcony wards to ensure they lived and slept 
in fresh air. The closest sanatorium to Southland was 
at Waipiata, Central Otago. .  

In 1914 the Waipiata Sanatorium, a private facility, 
was constructed a few kilometres along the 
Waipiata/Patearoa road near the old Hamiltons gold 
field. It was taken over by the [Hospital Board] in 
the early 1920s. In 1925 the substantial buildings, 
which mostly still exist, began a long period of 
caring for those with tuberculosis. The Sanatorium 
closed in 1961 and the buildings became a corrective 
and training centre for the Justice Department until 
1979. They are now a private Christian retreat. 
Hamiltons Cemetery has been restored and a 
memorial plaque put in place to record all those 
buried there.  

Web Sites Web Sites Web Sites  

The NSW Registry of Births, marriages and deaths. 
www.bdm.nsw.gov.au This registry holds early church records 
from 1788 – 1855 and civil registrations from 1856 to present 
day. The family history pages contain historical indexes search 
engine which locates births 1788- 1909, marriages 1788- 1959 
and deaths 1788-1979l The indexes are free to search, 
certificates cost Aus $28 posted to your home.  

National Archives of Australia www.naa.gov.au   

Has records relating mainly to 20th century, including 
naturalization and passenger lists from 1924. To find the 
Namesearch database go to Collection tab on the home page 
and navigate to the Recordsearch page. This page allows a 
search of the Namepage, the passenger index or the 
Photosearch database. Digitised images are fee to search and 
download direct from the website.   

Queensland State Archives www.archives.qld.gov.au  Has 
indexes to genealogy resources for people ho settled there, 
including registers of immigrants from 1860s – 1920, registers 
of prisoners 1824- 1839, land selections 1868-1884, wills 
proved from 1957 – 1920. Index searches are free & 
certificates at a cost.  

Queensland Department of Justice & Attorney General has 
indexes to births 1829-1914, marriages 1829- 1934 & deaths 
1829 – 1964 at www.justiceqld.au  Indexes are free, copies 
cost from Aus $34 

Convict Central  www.convictcentral.com This site is 
completely free. Online guide has chronological list of all 
convict ships sent to Australia from England with biographical 
info about some of the passengers. The page on NSW convict 
women provides detailed information about life for 
transportees when they arrived in Australia. There is also 
plenty of information for people tracing convicts to Western 
Australia 1850- 1868, with name index linked to transcribed 
passenger lists.  

Passenger lists - Auckland to Sydney 1890Australia 

Family Search (http://www.familysearch.org/) Click on the 
link  "Australia and New Zealand", then "New Zealand, 
Immigration Passenger  
Lists, 1855-1973" 
Denise & Peter's "Our Stuff"  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ourstuff/ 
Olwyn's "NZ Bound"  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzbound/ 
Gavin's "Ships to NZ"  
(http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~shipstonz/ 
Corey's "Yesteryears" (http://www.yesteryears.co.nz/) 
Family Search  
http://beta.familysearch.org/s/collection/list#page=1&countryI
d=1927083 
PapersPast (http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ 
Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives 
http://atojs.natlib.govt.nz/ 

Answer - Stoat 


