
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November Report   
Several members met in the car park  and combined to travel 
down to Invercargill Public Library. The staff took us on a 
conducted tour of the stack area, explaining the storing and 
restoration of old books and large paintings. Research time 
followed with some amazing results. When visitng repositories 
such as libraries it is essential to have a plan and have several 
records to research. The John Hall (1897 – 1975) letters from 
World War 1 front, sent back to relations in Edednale were a 
complete surprise. These letters were deposited some years ago 
by a Hall cousin and the library had no provenance of who John 
was.  ‘Southland Times’ and ‘The Southland News’ papers are 
available on film. Death notices are indexed and can be emailed 
back to your own computer. Unfortunately obituaries are not 
indexed. School records for Southland are available.  

>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<< 
McDonald Family Reunion 

John Angus McDonald and Grace McQueen from 
Kircudbright, Scotland arrived at Lyttleton in 1863. There 
are a large number of descendants in Southland, NZ and 
overseas. In 1999 a large reunion was held when the third 
family book was published.  
40 family members gathered at Gore on 9th November 
2013. A memorial plaque was placed on the headstone in 
Lumsden cemetery followed by a dinner at night at the 
Gore RSA. Drop line genealogy charts for each branch 
(from Legacy) were  placed on the wall (with blue tack). 
These were intensely studied and alterations were 
penciled in.                                                   Avis McDonald 

>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<< 
To enlarge a certificate I found on Mundia, I 
went to "tools" on my laptop, then to "zoom." 
There it shows that using Ctrl + or Ctrl -  will 

make the image bigger or smaller.  
Some sites have their own system of enlarging but this 
works best for me. Thanks to Elaine Scottt  
Use F11 to eliminate ‘rubbish’ on the screeen prior to 
printing  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NZSG Computor RoadShow  
16 November 2013 

This very successful day was hosted by the Gore Branch 
of NZSG. It was a fun day with 51 people attending.  
We are very appreciative of the NZSG Computer Group 
for their generosity, and for giving up their weekend to 
travel to Southland for the first time  
 
Liz O’Connell extended a warm welcome to everyone,  
including  those who travelled from Dunedin, Mosgiel, 
Invercargill, Cromwell and Alexandra.   
Presenters were Robyn Williams, Boyd Miller, David 
Bryant and Rex Wood who had travelled down  from 
Auckland for this day. 
 
The  wide variety of presentations, which ran on a strict 
time schedule, included Resources of NZSG, Legacy 7 
Deluxe, Scanning and photographing documents, 
GEDCOM Files, Internet search engines, Transferring and 
sharing information, Old Photo restoration, Picasa, Family 
tree maker, Resources of NZSG, Census, Directories & 
Electoral Rolls.  
from the presentations, everyone present gained ‘new’ 
hints and tips about programmes they have been using 
daily. .  
The hints and help from Boyd Miller on Legacy 7 is 
excellent and comprehensive. Do use it to maximize your 
knowledge of this programme.   
Robyn Williams’ presentation on the treasures in NZSG 
was a revelation to many. Members have many wonderful 
resources available including the following,  
 
Discovery The National Archives (UK) online database 
is a remote online service available for NZSG members. 
This online digital database gives access to digital images 
of wills (probate records), Cabinet Records, pictures, 
photographs and historical documents from the Public 
Record office. The Discovery collection contains military 
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records, wills, war diaries, seaman's medals and much, 
much more. 
Members can download the digital files at no further 
charge as the subscription has been paid by the NZSG. 
Access this service via the Members Area menu. 
Gale Newspapers 
There are now SIX online databases available. The 19th 
Century British Library Newspapers have increased by 22 
more papers. New for members are the 19th Century UK 
periodicals and Illustrated London News. Online 
Newspapers  
Have you borrowed any books from the library?  
 

A MEAL AT THE RSA 
  
 After the Roadshow, some of us were lucky enough to 
enjoy a meal at the RSA with our guest speakers. Because 
it was a reasonably small group it was much easier to 
discuss issues at a more personal level, and as I had 
missed some of the sessions during the day, I was able to 
pin-point a few queries. I also admitted to a fear of 
pushing "sort" on my Legacy genealogy program, in case 
everything disappeared. 
  
Being seated beside Robyn Williams during the meal was 
a highlight for me. It was great having someone to "run 
things by." Brick walls when talked through with someone 
else often look quite different from their perspective. 
Because we are so close to the problem, we often don't see 
what’s obvious. 
  
By the end of the evening I felt thankful to have had the 
extra time with our guests and was motivated to get 
started on all I had learnt. It really was a great day and so 
worth while. Many thanks to those involved. 
                                  Thanks to Elaine Scott 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 

SCOTLANDSPEOPLE NEWS 
 
• Launch of historical property records on the 
ScotlandsPeople website - Scottish Property Valuation 
Rolls for 1920 Go Online 
The names and addresses of more than 2.6 million people 
living in Scotland during the post-WWI period have just 
been published online (Monday 28th October), on 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, the Scottish government’s 
family history website. 
Comprising over 76,000 digital images taken from 169 
volumes, these new records - known as Valuation Rolls - 
cover every type of property in Scotland that was assessed 
as having a rateable value in 1920. Each Valuation Roll 
entry on the website is fully searchable by name and 

address, with the records listing the names of owners, 
tenants and occupiers of each property - in many 
cases occupations are also included. As the Rolls include 
all types of property, from castles and mansions to crofts 
and 
tenements, in turn, the records also include people from 
across the whole social spectrum. Lorraine from 
ScotlandsPeopleThe latest addition to this site is the 
Valuation Rolls for 1920. The rolls for 1895, 1905 and 
1915 were already there.  These are valuable for finding 
people after the 1911 census and now, after the end of the 
First World War. 
 

NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF  
FAMILY HISTORY ONLINE 

 
* Ancestry.com of USA has bought a large, popular and 
very useful website called FindAGrave. 
 
* FamilySearch, who for some years have had a 
partnership with FindMyPast of UK, have now entered 
into collaborative agreements with both Ancestry and 
MyHeritage. 
* brightsolid, the largest operator of family history 
websites in UK, has changed its name to  D C Thomson   
 Family History, which reflects the fact that it is owned by 
this Dundee based newspaper, comic and magazine 
publisher.  The online business has offices in Dundee, 
London, Sydney, Dublin and Boston, USA.   
Included in their stable are the following well-known 
websites: FindMyPast (UK, Ireland, Australia 
and USA), ScotlandsPeople, British Newspaper Archive, 
GenesReunited, FriendsReunited amongst others. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Web Sites 

www.armyservicenumbers.blogspot.co.uk/  
this military website covers the period 1881-1918 and has 
lots of information on the British Army. It enables you to 
find out which regiment a soldier joined from his 
regimental number  
probatesearch.service.gov.uk   
the Government Probate Service in London does not yet 
have an online index to most of their wills, but has 
recently put online at this website an index to soldiers 
wills. Although the period covered is stated to be from 
1850 to 1986, so far the index includes mainly only wills 
made around the time of the First World War. For a 
payment of 6 a digital image will be made available for 
you to view and download.  
www.missingyou.net 
This British website (for those such as adopted people) 
wishing to find lost family or friends.  



freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/dutillierul/Bri
tishhandIrishNews.html   
Richard Heaton has compiled an index of online digitized 
newspaper sites covering the British Isles 
(i.e. England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Eire but 
not London) from the 17th to 21st centuries) 
                                       Thanks to Riccarton Branch  
 
The Australian genealogy site findmypast.com.au is 
currently offering free access to birth, marriage and 
death records. Access the site and sign up for a 14- 
day free trial (the offer ends 31st Jan 2014). NB: Look 
for the “Sign up today”  symbol at the top of the page: 
 
 
 
 
Records of Irish Births, Deaths & Marriages 
http://www.groireland.ie/ The General Register 
Office is the central repository for Births, Deaths and 
Marriages records in Ireland. It does not engage in 
Genealogical/Family History research. Records of 
marriages other than Roman Catholic marriages date 
from 1st April 1845; records of Births, Deaths and 
Roman Catholic Marriages date from 1st January 1864. 
 
For Records of Northern Ireland Births, Deaths & 
Marriages: go to http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/gro  
Note: The General Register Office for Northern Ireland 
has recently moved to this different site. 
There is much more information available about what is 
offered, and how to access certificates, etc. on both sites 
Latest additions to Papers Past (Sept. 2013) 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ Papers Past has more than 
three million pages of digitised NZ newspapers and 
periodicals. The collection covers the years 1839 to 1945 
and includes 83 publications from all regions of New 
Zealand. Three new NZ papers have recently been 
added and another has extended coverage: 
• King Country Chronicle (1906-1920) 
• Mount Ida Chronicle (1869-1926) 
• Oamaru Mail (1876-1920) 
• Timaru Herald (1901-1920) (already has 1864+) 
 
Government Gazettes - Australia - Seems the Victoria 
Government has put a number of government gazettes 
available online and unlike their BDMs - these are free  
http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/.  A search for ‘Zealand’ 
results in 1,151 found items, including the death sentence 
passed on Edward Doyle for burglary in 1837.  
As so many of our ancestors came via the Victoria 
Goldfields, thought this would be of interest to many of 
us, just the thing for a wet afternoon. Michelle Patient 

FamilySearch – 
Family Tree – Sources 

 
Sick of being seduced by shaking green leaves but don‟t 
want to pay an Ancestry subscription? Why not try the 
Family Tree on FamilySearch instead?  
 
When you search FamilySearch, where do you start?  
The Search button?  
Or by logging in and using the Find option under 
FamilyTree?  
Chances are that if you have found your person of interest 
in the search results that there is already the beginning of 
a family tree to be found.  
You may be lucky enough to have access to an instant 
family, great fan chart and pedigree.  
You do need to be registered - registration is free, and 
necessary should you ever wish to order a film for reading 
either on the NZSG remote film reader, or at the NZSG 
film service at the National Archives, or at the LDS 
Family History Centres in the area.  
 
Unfortunately, after many frustrating attempts with 
the local LDS ‘Elders’ the Gore Family History Centre  
is still not available for the genealogists to use the 
computers. It is hoped this can be remedied in the near 
future.  
 
“Find” is a good way to then easily search for the records 
related to that person and attach the source records found 
to them, although you can just as easily find the records 
via search and then attach them to a person in a tree by 
logging in.  
There are many duplications on the FamilySearch Family 
Tree, populated from their millions of records.  
You are likely to find e.g separate little groups of parents 
and child from each baptism that you know are the same 
family, but the tree doesn’t yet know that.  
 
So use the Search for Duplicates, carefully examine the 
options presented, and only when fully satisfied that they 
are indeed the same individual, review the merge, select 
which data to add to the record you started from and select 
Continue merge.  
 
To search for source data select Search records in the 
middle of the right hand panel, then click on the name of 
the person in the presented results to see the ability to 
attach to a person in the Family Tree. 
 



 
 
You will be presented with a list of candidates, select 
carefully!  
Once registered, you can also add people of interest to 
your Watch list and receive notifications of any updates.  
 
Like all online trees, even those begun from reputable 
sources, mistakes can occur and incorrect merges can 
happen. All data should be treated with caution, and 
verified. Sincere thanks to Lorna – NZSG Kapati Branch 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 
• Historical Scottish Photos Online - Over 2,000 historic 
photographs from the archive of the National Library of 
Scotland are available online with the majority from the 
World War One British Photographs collection, part of the 
papers of Field Marshal (Earl) Haig (1861-1928). 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nlscotland/sets/ From 
Nelson newsletter August 2013 
 
• Scottish Highlander Photo Archive (SHPA) - This 
archive will eventually see almost 60,000 portraits 
accessible online, along with the basic information that is 
available identifying the individuals. Photos are being 
continually added so go have another look.  
http://www.scottishhighlanderphotoarchive.co.uk/ From 
Nelson newsletter August 2013 
 
• Britain from Above - presents one of the earliest and 
most significant collections of aerial photographs of the 
UK with over 41,000 images from 1919-1953. Search by 
place, name, map or year to discover images. The latest 
upload of 6,000 photos includes photographs taken above 
London in May 1937, showing the preparations for the 
coronation of George VI. These include some brilliant 
images illustrating the army encamped in Kensington 
Gardens. Historic properties in the care of English 
Heritage also feature in this upload. The series of 
photographs showing the ruins of Egglestone Abbey in 
County Durham are a particular highlight. 
www.britainfromabove.org.uk From Wellington 
newsletter July 2013 

 
Thanks to http://KapitiGen.org 
 

 
Please remember there will be a Genealogy stand at the 
Gore A & P Show on 1 February. If you plan to attend the 
show and have  little spare time, we would welcome any 
members to be on duty for a short spell so we  can 
purchase lunch and a drink. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
To you and your family for a 

wonderful holiday season, with 
family and friends, sharing special times and 
memories. 
Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy New Year, 
with successes in breaking down your genealogical 
brick walls. 
 

   Happy holidays and please  
drive carefully  


