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September Meeting    ----    Last month Tom McCord from 

Mataura was our guest speaker again by popular request.  
This time he spoke about Gore and mainly the owners of the 
shops in the CBD.  He had many anecdotes to tell and some 
of our members clearly recalled the people and events Tom 
spoke about.  As usual he held our attention and sometimes 
made some of us feel old because we also knew who he 
was talking about. Thank you Tom for another enjoyable and 
informative evening.  
 

 

* FREE *  CENSUS IMAGES!!! 
 

The entire 1911 Irish census is now online at 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/ 
 

 
If you enjoy trying out gadgets for your computer – try 
this very useful toolbar for your web browser for your 
UK research.  Developed by family historians from the 
Manchester & Lancashire Family History Society the 
toolbar provides access to over 180 national and local 
family history web sites. The toolbar installs 
unobtrusively at the top of your browser window and 
updates automatically as new links are added.  There 
are tabs for BMD sites, Archives, Publications, 
Societies, links to resources for Ireland, Scotland & 
Overseas countries, Pay to View sites etc.  Much more 
organised than random links in your ‘Favourites’ and it 
is possible to configure the toolbar to suit yourself. 
http://www.mlfhs.org.uk/   

  
The New Zealand Land Wars – the 

condensed version! 

Of the three separate campaigns that made up the First 

Maori War conducted in the North Island of New Zealand, 

the most notable actions occurred during the Northern War 

(March 1845-January 1846) in the Bay of Islands against the 

warriors of Hone Heke and Kawiti. The out-break of war in 

Taranaki in 1860 ushered in the commencement of almost 

twelve years of continual conflict across the North Island. 

The centrepiece of the Third Maori War being the invasion 

of the Waikato in 1863 to bring about the downfall of the 

Maori King Movement which it failed to do. From 1866 

British troops were withdrawn from active operations, their 

place being taken over initially by militia units, and then by 

the formation in 1867 of the Armed Constabulary. During 

all the operations various allied Maori tribes supported the 

Imperial and Colonial troops, the latter phases of the 

conflict being conducted almost exclusively with Maori 

units.                        http://regaltoysoldiers.co.nz/files/nzmaori.pdf 
 

ENGLAND & WALES 1881: ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
 
You can search the 1881 Census of England & Wales completely 
free of charge at FamilySearch, Ancestry.co.uk, or findmypast.com.   
Be warned: a quirk of the Ancestry site is that ages of less than one 
year are omitted from the transcript - so if you search for someone 
born in 1881 you won't find them! 
 
The information at all of these sites is based on the transcription 
compiled by volunteers on behalf of the LDS Church, but you will 
probably find it easiest to find your relatives using findmypast.com 
or Ancestry, because of the wider range of search options. 
 
In particular these census allow you to search for a specific 
birthplace, rather than simply by county, and also by occupation. 
 
By contrast, when searching by birthplace at FamilySearch you're 
limited to specifying a county, and you can run into unexpected 
problems if the county was omitted in the census record, which 
often happened. 
 
Birthplaces often vary from one census to another. Sometimes this 
is because a mistake has been made, but often it merely indicates 
a different degree of precision - a town rather than a village, a 
parish rather than a hamlet.  
 
When a child leaves home the birthplace on the first census that 
follows is often incorrect - sometimes the town or village where they 
grew up is given by mistake. 
 
 
Another common problem is to find that the birthplace has been 
entered as the town or village where the person is living - even 
though they were born somewhere else entirely. Census 
enumerators can be over-enthusiastic users of ditto marks!    

Peter Calver, Founder, LostCousins.com 

 

 

* STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS  *     .  
 

NOVEMBER MEETING TRANSFERRED TO 
DUNEDIN 

 

Our November meeting will be transferred to an 
AWAY visit to Heather Bray’s Dunedin Family 
History Group on Wednesday 11 November.  
Heather will be discussing “Oral Histories: family 
stories – are they true & how to sort the fact from 
the fiction”.  Cost will be $2 plus car pool / petrol 
cost.  If you are keen to go but unable to be at 
Tuesday’s October meeting, please contact Carole 
to confirm a place. 
 

 

CONVENOR Carole Perwick  2038 548 

SECRETARY Barbara Cunningham 2038 910 

TREASURER Elizabeth O’Connell 2083 727 
BULLETIN Avis McDonald  2086 812 

WEBMASTER Alan Taylor  2089 053 

WEB SITE www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsggb 

NZSG WEB SITE        www.genealogy.org.nz 

COMING UP 
 

October Meeting - Tuesday 6 October 2009, 7pm 
 

Guest speaker - Heather Bray - Shipping 
 

Venue - Hokonui Heritage Centre, Norfolk Street, Gore 

NOTE – Heather will be speaking at 7.30pm 



*  WARNING * WARNING * WARNING *  
 

Birth Death and Marriage Corrections 

    Jenny Martin, NZSG Mailing List (abridged). 
 

Members should note what happens when a correction to an 

entry that appears on the BDM on-line indexes or original 

Scanned Images is passed onto the Registrar Generals Office 

(RGO). 
 

The Registrar General is legally bound to ensure that the 

information held in the databases / indexes is accurate and 

hence the RGO is obliged to investigate and correct errors 

where he is notified of such and to update the indexes where 

corrections are authorised as a result of court orders e.g. 

Divorces, Dissolutions of Marriage. 
 

For reported errors the entry in the index is checked against the 

scanned image to determine if the error is a “Transcription 

error" - where the Original Scanned Image is correct but a 

mistake has been made when creating the data entry, which is 

then used in the on-line index. 
 

If a transcription error has occurred then the databases / indexes 

will be corrected to show the correct transcription, but no 

change will be made to the Original Scanned Image (as none is 

necessary). So there is no problem with this type of entry 

correction. 
 

Where reported errors are determined to exist in the Original 

Scanned Image or where the court has ordered an original 

record to be altered e.g. Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage, the 

entry is corrected in the databases / indexes but the Original 

Scanned Image becomes CLOSED to public access.  If you 

were to request a printout of the entry you will be DENIED a 

copy of the Original Scanned Image (which may have been 

available prior to the correction being made), but instead will 

be given a transcribed “certificate” copy of the corrected entry. 
 

The problem is that information that may be of importance to 

Genealogists, such as the participants or witnesses’ signatures 

which may exist on the Original Scanned Image will no longer 

be accessible as these signatures are not shown on the "printed" 

text copy of the record. 
 

So, what should members do when they come across suspected 

errors ...... ??? 
 

Where we can still work out from the extra written information 

on the registers if this is the correct person it may be better to 

live with the errors because once the scanned register is 

changed, information will be lost forever. 
 

Any person in the future requesting a printout of that record 

will only receive a typed transcribed certificate.  Some 

information will be lost as there are not enough partitions on 

the certificates for every piece of information recorded on the 

original register.   
 

Consider resisting the temptation to 
correct information held by the RGO. 
 

����  As a general comment, copies of all certificates should be 

sent to the NZSG Certificates Collection as a way of 

providing a back-up of your valuable certificates, should 

they be accidentally destroyed or lost. It also is a way of 

maintaining what was held on the original registers, which 

as shown above may in certain circumstances become 

unavailable to the public because of errors or court actions 

that members may have no control over. (thanks  to Jenny Martin)� 

 

From Upstairs - Bruce is continuing his reshuffle and tidy 

up and has taken all the ‘incidental’ fiche from the drawers 
and put them in a carousel for easy access.   
 

The BDM, cemeteries, IGI & Electoral Roll fiche are still in 
the drawers but the following are some of those now in the 
carousel that may be worth revisiting: 
 

• NZ patients 

• Divorce notices extracted from ‘the Truth’ newspaper 

• Otago Settlers Pre 1861 

• NZ Public School Teachers, Dec 1907 

• Masters, Mates & Engineers, 1866 – 1921 

• Sheepowners Returns, 1880, 189 , 1900/01 

• Death notices from NZ Papers 1957-75 (Enid Seton 
Kellaway) 

• London Marriage Licences & Allegations , 1521 – 1869 

• Inner London Directory 1838 – 1847: an index to Tallis’s 
publication of people, trades, streets & principal features. 

• Register of NZ Immigrants of Scottish birth before 1921 

• NZEF Casualitites WWI 

• NZSG Collections 

• Nominal Rolls 

• Maori BDM  
  
 

California Newspapers Searchable 1849 – 1911  
 

Researchers might be interested in this site offering digitised searchable 

California newspapers -  the California Digital Newspaper Collection 

(CDNC), http://cdnc.ucr.edu/ spanning the years 1849-1911 (These are 

different US papers from those available through NZSG). 

 

There are many passenger lists and almost 3000 references to "New 

Zealand" - a few sample snippets that came up include: 

 

Edward Kennedy of Sacramento has asked the Chief of Police of that city 

to assist him in a search for his mother, Mary Bridget Kennedy, whom he 

last saw at Auckland, New Zealand, eight years ago (1904) 

 

Walter E. Whittle, aged eighteen, a native of New Zealand, who is 

afflicted with a suicidal mania ... committed to the asylum at Stockton 

yesterday by Judge Leyy (1896) 

 

John Alexander Dowie is not entitled to 555,000 left to Dowie by the will 

of Fred Sutton, a wealthy New Zealand sheep herder, who died in Dowie's 

"hospice" several years ago... (1904) 

 

Allen Roper "says he has no wife" - admits he lived in NZ but did not 

marry there... (1906) 

Thanks to Rowan Gibbs, Wellington,  Rootsweb NZ Mailing List 

 

DID YOUR ANCESTOR FIGHT AT WATERLOO? 

2015 will be the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo.  

Within 12 hours nearly 45,000 men had been killed on the 

battlefield.  Although it is not mentioned on the Waterloo 200.org 

website, I understand that there is an initiative to trace the 

descendants of the 39,000 men recorded in the British Waterloo 

Medal Roll. If one of your ancestors was under Wellington's 

command I'd recommend you look out for future announcements.                                                                               

.                                                                                     Lost Cousins  

A lesson in Latin 
 

ult = Ultimo .. meaning "last month" ...  [Not Ultimate] 
inst = Instant...  meaning "present month" i.e. a reference to the 
month the article was written. 

 


