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Branch News  

May 2011 Breaking news  

Ancestry.com is now available at Hokonui 

Heritage Center and Gore Library. This is 

excellent news and we sincerely thank Bruce 

Cavanagh and Jim Geddes. Use it in conjuction with 

other sites and data bases at the Center.  

It is hoped you will all find those elusive ancestors 

who simply vanished in the 1800-1900’s. There are 

a wide variety of resources available, and a small 

number are listed in this newsletter.   

         The 35th 

Anniversary of    the 

Branch was 

celebrated with a 

fabulous 3 tier cake 

of cupcakes created 

by our talented convenor. 

Thank you Rhonda!. Research night was busy as per 

usual with members seeking advice and answers 

from the computer.  

Suggestions for speakers and activities for next 

years programme will be noted and the 

programme will be planned with your assistance. 

Give it some thought. Some thoughts are Brick 

Walls, Hokonui Heritage Center training, visit to 

Invercargill Library. 

 Heather Bray has already accepted as the 

speaker at the Open Day in March 2012.   

 

to member Judy Pulley who won the Win Hamilton 

Essay competition. Her research on the fashion dress 

shop ‘Estelle Rose’ in Irk Street Gore was very 

timely with it closing at the end of the month. 2nd 

place was another member, Elaine Grant. Well 

Done Judy and Elaine.  

 

35th NZSG Gore Branch Anniversary Celebrations. 

Please NOTE  
Southland Times deaths from 30 November 1984 -31 

December 1984 are missing. It is hoped to obtain copies and 

this will ensure we have a complete listing of all deaths from 

1974 – to the present.   

******************** 

Prince William and Kate Middleton were married with all the 

pomp and ceremony of the British monarchy and it was 

beautiful to see it on TV. Magazines have had wonderful 

coverage down to the smallest detail of a raised eyebrow, but 

have you ever searched for your ancestors weddings in the 

local paper. Marriage announcements occur, and sometimes 

the report published the list guests and gift given. In later times 

1930’s there are photos. However weddings reports are more 

often found in the smaller papers.  

**************** 

Hints for New Members. Historic births, deaths and 

marriages are available on the RGO site but to ensure you have 

the correct person it is wise to check the actual district the 

births and deaths were registered. This is possible by locating 

the record on the microfiche at the Hokonui Heritage Centre. 

Then consult the District keys books which are kept at the left 

of the metal fiche files. (There are no district keys for 

marriages).   The events are listed by year and each ¼ . 

Number 1 is at the top of the North Island (Albertland) 

working down to the Stewart Island and Chatham Islands. If 

the persons number at the right of their name is 1143 search 

for the closest number in the correct year!!. i.e. If the district 

starts 1142 and the number below is 1149. so from 1142 to 

1148 were registered  in that district. 1984 -1990 deaths have a 

brilliant resource to the 

right of their names. 

There are 8 numbers i.e -  

02041925 which is the 

persons actual birth date.  

As in 2 Apr 1925.  
Grandchildren are the dots     …….. 

that connect the lines from generation to generation 
 



GALE Digital Newspaper Collection  

This is available to NZSG members on line, giving 
remote access to all members, wherever they live, 
for the following collections. 

1. Times Digital Archive  -  200 years of The 
London Times  

2. 17th & 18th Century Burney British 
Newspapers  

3. 19th Century British Library Newspapers  
4. 19th Century US Newspapers  
5. The Illustrated London News Historical 

Archive 1842 – 2003 
6. 19

th
 Century UK Periodicals Parts 1 & 2 

To access the collection •      Go on the NZSG 

Website http://www.genealogy.org.nz/  

1. Logon, entering your membership 
number & password 

2. Click on Go 
3. Click on Member Services 
4. On the drop-down menu select 

Online Newspapers 
5. The newspapers are searchable 

and printable 

Patience and time are essential! 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Chrisom Child –indicates the burial of an infant in 

1793-1704. It is a child who died within a month of 

its christening. A Chrisom cloth was the white shawl 

provided by the baby’s parents and put upon the 

child during the baptismal ceremony. The child 

continued to wear it until its mother was ‘churched’ 

(first attendance at church to give thanks for the 

mother’s safe delivery), at which time the cloth was 

present tot eh church for its ablutions. It the child 

died before the mother’s churching, cloth became its 

shroud. Such a child would be entered as in the 

burial registers as a Chrisom Child, Chrisomer, or 

innocent. In some parts of the country this term was 

applied to children dying before they could be 

baptised  

*********** 

Life as a TB patient. Further to this 

our secretary remembered staying with her Aunt 

who was the Matron at Waipiata .  

Visiting Cemeteries  

Have you ever thought of danger of snakes in 

sunken graves in USA or criminals attacking solitary 

visitors!  

Legacy Tip 

To create a list of recently modified records? 

1. Go to Search > Find > Detailed Search tab  

2. Fill in the first condition (click on the image below for 

what to fill in) and click on the Create List button.  

3. That's it! The resulting Search List is a list of all 

individuals who have been modified since, in this 

example, March 1, 2011 

Ancestry.com 

New collection additions this week represent seven 

European countries. Millions of records were added for the 

Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Portugal, and 

Spain. Oh, and did we forget to mention that over a million 

new records were added for California, Maryland, 

Montana, Ohio, Texas, and Washington State?  

Ancestry.com has had the index to Griffith's Primary 

Valuation, 1848- 64 online since 2008, but it now has links 

to images of the records that include a little more detail-- 

Add to that a link to the Ordnance Survey Map 

Five Places to Find Hidden Family  

Here are five places to look to find cousins, married names, 

maiden names, in-laws and other family members that are a part 

of your family's story.  

Witnesses and Sponsors on Religious Records 

The choice of a sponsor for a baptism or confirmation or a witness 

to a marriage was a very personal one, and was likely someone 

very close to your ancestor. As today's suggests, for female 

witnesses and sponsors with unfamiliar surnames, try matching 

them up with the sisters of your ancestors. You may discover an 

aunt's married name, which could lead to a marriage record that 

includes more details on their shared parentage. 

findmypast The GRO indexes of overseas births and 

marriages have now been fully indexed by findmypast. 

The indexes include: 

• British overseas births, deaths, marriages1818-2005 

• Births at sea 1854-1887 

• British armed forces births 1761-2005 

• British overseas marriages 1818-2005 

• Marriages at sea 1854-1908 

• British armed forces marriages 1796-2005 

• Have you searched for your ancestors' birth and 

marriage records, only to find that they've disappeared 

without a trace? It could be that they travelled abroad to 

live or work, or that they joined the armed forces.  
 
Search in findmypast overseas, at-sea and army birth 

and marriage records. You should now be able to spot 

your ancestors in the list of individual names that your 

search produces. 



Rhonda Wilson – Interests or brick wall 

I have been researching my husbands family his 

parents were Robert George Wilson and Beverly Joy 

Wilson nee Wyber.            

Robert George Wilson (known as George) was born 

8/1/1930 in Clinton and died 15/12/2002 in 

Balclutha.       

His parents were George Wilson and Ethel May 

Wilson nee Ferguson.              

Robert George Wilson spent all his life in Clinton he 

drove buses for many years as well as doing shifts 

on trucks and then driving a bulky before he retired. 

His wife Beverly Joy Wilson (known as Joy) was 

born in Milton where she meet George and was 

married then moving to Clinton where she spent her 

life with George until after his death. She then 

moved back to Milton to be closer and have the 

support of her siblings.       

According to George Wilson Senior’s marriage 

certificate he was born in Kaikoura to Robert Henry 

Wilson and Sarah Wilson nee Woods and he was 29. 

But I can not find any proof of this.        

I know he is buried in Clinton and when, but no 

where can I find a birth date. Not even in the family 

bible.         
He and his wife Ethel May were married at Clinton 

19/12/1928. It also tells me that his usual residence 

was Gisborne so I then went looking and think I may 

have found his parents in a Gisborne Cemetery and 

that there was a small place called Kaikora North in 

that region.             

Is anyone able to help me or able to point me in the 

right direction.                                 

As for the Fergusons and the Wybers they both go 

back about 5 generations in the Clutha District      

More about them next time. Rhonda  
   ******      
LATIN - dsp is an abbreviation for the Latin phrase, 

descessit sine prole; died without issue. That is, he 

or she left no heirs.  

  ************                       

Citing ALL SOURCES of Information 
We all have a tendency to ignore this vital part of 

research because we are sure we will remember who 

told us what. But as we gather information from 

internet sites, neurotic aunts, wills, bibles & BDM’s 

it becomes more difficult. You need to write 

citations for ALL the information you have gathered 

OF your family history to date. By now the neurotic 

aunt has died!!!                 This should keep you 

occupied for all the wet days 

of winter and maybe next 

winter as well. 

Census  1901 Scotland  

1891 asked whether people spoke gaelic but 1911 expanded to 

‘marriage fertility, length of marriage and number of children, 

number still alive Be aware only who were still married were 

asked the questions - NOT widows, single parents or 
cohabitating couples! Suffragettes ran a non compliance 

campaign. In Motherwell a local holiday on census night led to 

some 2,000 people being away from their homes.!!!  

If the last male child in a Scottish family is named Benjamin, look for 

his mothers death in childbirth 

Web Sites Web Sites Web Sites  

http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/ Australians who served in 

wars 

Sample page from the poor roll in the parochial records of 

Latheron (Scoiney estate) at 

http://www.scan.org.uk/researchrtools/poorrelief.htm 
It lists paupers on the poor roll, and how much money they 

received. Surnames include Gunn, Campbell, Sutherland, 

MacGregor, Robertson, Beath, Swanson, Henderson, Mackay, 

MacLeod, Polson, Mackenzie, Macgregor, Cormack.  

http://web.archive.org/web/20011109025204/www.lostat

sea.ca/index.htm_"lost at sea"information” 

The Atlas and Cyclopedia of Ireland (1900) by P. W. Joyce 

and A. M. Sullivan is now available on 

www.libraryireland.com via the following link:    

http://www.libraryireland.com/Atlas/Home.php 

www.mocavo.com  

http://blogs.ancestry.com/uk/2011/03/25/the-history-of-

the-census/ UK Census summary 

http://www.oldfriends.co.nz/  you may find some of your 

school mates at this site. 

free-to-use FIBIS website at www.fibis.org.uk 

<http://www.fibis.org.uk>  provide a direct link from FIBIS as 

'Covering records and information of British India'. 

http://www.clan-cameron.org) or Clan Cameron Scotland,  ( 

http://www.clancomeron.org.uk ) or Clan Cameron NZ 

(http://www.camclan.orconhosting.net.nz).  

www.nas.gov.uk 20,000 military pensioners discharged from 

Kilkmainham Hospital, Dublin –1783-1822. After that 

administration crossed over to Royal Hospital Chelsea.  

http://newspapers.bluk/blcs - Aberdeen Journal 1800-1900, 

Caledonian Mercury 1800-1867, Chartist Circular 1839-1841, 

Glasgow Herald 1820-1900.  

Edinburgh Gazette free www.edinburgh-gazette.co.uk 1699- to 

present day.        

www.jghalcrow.co.uk Shetland Times BMD transactions 

1873- 1900  

 

 


