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Gore Branch of New Zealand of Genealogists 

August 2012 
Next Meeting  
7 August 2012 
8pm  
Hokonui Heritage Centre 
Bruce will speak on: 
Heritage Workings  

 

July Meeting 2012 
Roger Washbourn, NZSG councillor gave a report of 
the Taupo Conference which was attended by only 3 
South Island members. Roger spoke of the benefits of 
NZSG membership. NZSG collections of 
Certificates, Pedigrees, First Families have been 
available for some years. The new service of ‘Remote 
film reader’ allows you to read a film of your parish 
in your home on your computer. Broadband is 
essential, and the service is only available during 
office hours .   

DocumentsOnLine is another brilliant service which 
is a look up service for images available by National 
Archives UK. Use the drop down menu on right. 
Locate your item of interest from DocumentsOnline, 
make a note of the details and contact The NZSG 
Research Service Team who will conduct the lookup 
and email or post back the documents. A wonderful 
new service.  

Hedge Row Schools in Ireland.      
Catholic schools were forbidden under 
the Penal Laws 123 – 1782 to teach the 
Catholic catechism, and forbade all 

education for Catholics. "Hedge row school" classes 
were usually held outdoors under ruined walls, in 
open ditches, in the shadow of hedges, and some 
times in a barn. Subjects included (“three Rs”), basic 
Irish language grammar, English, & maths.  Reading 
was generally based on chapbooks sold at fairs, 
typically with exciting stories of well-known 
adventurers and outlaws. Payment for hedge row 
schools was generally made per subject. The laws 
aimed to force Irish Catholics of the middle classes 
and gentry to convert to Anglicanism if they wanted a 
good education in Ireland. Hedge schools declined 
after the foundation of the National School system by 
government in the 1830s.    
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<                      
Indexed books from the Catholic publication ‘The 
Tablet’ are grossly under used. They are available at 
the Hokonui Heritage and contain brilliant 
information on Irish, English and Scottish emigrants.   
Obituaries and deaths 1873 – 2000                 
Marriages 1871 – 1990                   
The information on the obituaries varies, and if 
possible should be checked from another source.   
 

 for New Members. Historic births, deaths and 
marriages are available on the RGO site but to 

ensure you have the correct person it is wise to 
check the actual district the births and deaths were 

registered. This is possible by locating the record on the 
microfiche at the Hokonui Heritage Centre. NB- The birth or 
death may have occurred  in different district to where it was 
registered. 

Then consult the District keys books which are kept at the left of 
the metal fiche files. (There are no district keys for marriages).   
The events are listed by year and each ¼ . They listed by  
Provinces, starting at the top of the North Island (Albertland) 
working down to the Stewart Island and Chatham Islands. If the 
persons number at the right of their name is 1143 search for the 
closest number in the correct year!!. i.e. If the district starts 1142 
and the number below is 1149. 1142 to 1148 were registered  in 
that district.  

1984 -1990 microfiche deaths have a brilliant resource to the 
right of their names. There are 8 numbers i.e - 02041925 
which is the persons actual birth date.  This person was born  
2 April 1925.– can you solve this birth date 24091916 

Gore Branch NZSG Programme 2012-2013 
 
7 August – Heritage workings 
4 Sep – Ancestry.com – session for members only 
2 Oct – Donald Buckley Create a photo album 
6 Nov – Gore Cemetery Tour – Elaine Scott 
4 Dec – Childhood Christmas memories 
2 Feb – Gore A & P Show- Static display  
5 Feb – Gold history – Cromwell 
2 Apr – NZSG Computer Group 
5 Mar – How to read certificates 
9 Mar - Open Day – Heather Bray 
2 Apr – Colonial Books  
7 May – Lloyd Esler 
3 Jun – AGM 
2 Jul – Treasure hunt 
Speakers to be confirmed 

Ancestry.com  
A very useful recent addition to this popular website is the 
extension of the period covered for the England & Wales Probate 
Calendars Index (used for information on wills and 
administrations). A further 23 years has been added with the 
index now going right up to the year 1966.  This is also useful for 
finding out the address of people at the time of their death as well 
as the exact date of their death.  
www.raymillar.co.uk  Orkney Islands – over 20,000 people from 
more than 5,000 families linked into family trees plus data from 
gravestones. Thanks to Riccarton Branch  

http://www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsggb
http://www.raymillar.co.uk/


 

 

PAPERSPAST UPDATE 
More years of several newspapers are now available 
as well as newspapers not on this website before now.  
Some of the papers now go up as far as 1945 so we 
now have coverage in many newspapers of not only 
the Boer War and First World War, but also of the 
Second World War.   
The most important addition is of the New Zealand 
Herald, an Auckland paper with a wide circulation.  
Coverage at present is limited to the years 1863-
1884. 19 more years has been added for the 
Auckland Star which now goes up to 1945.   Other 
additions are: Akaroa Mail extended for a further 19 
years 1921-1939.  It starts in 1877. Lyttelton Times 
extended to now cover the years 1862-1866. It starts 
in 1851. Westport Times 1875-1878 this is a new 
paper on this website. Manawatu Times three more 
years added 1906-1908. It starts in 1877.     
Manawatu Standard extended for a further 5 years 
1906-1910. It starts in 1883. Waikato Times earliest 
year 1872 added plus another 6 years 1887-1892. It 
now covers 1872-1892. Horowhenua Chronicle 
1910-1920 this is a new newspaper to the site. 
Bay of Plenty Beacon 1939-1945 this title is also a 
new addition to the website.Northern Advocate 
another 5 years have been added 1921-1925. It starts 
in 1887.Hutt News extended from 1932 to 1945.  It 
starts in 1927.                       Thanks to Riccarton Branch  

>>>>>>>><<<<<<<< 
The Beginnings of the Gore Genealogy Group 
Last year when asked to write a piece for the bulletin 
about the beginnings of The Gore Genealogy Group, 
I made quite a few errors in accuracy. I now have a 
scrapbook recording the correct facts and would like 
to clarify my earlier report. 
It all began following an advertisement:         
Interested in tracing your Ancestors? to be held in 
the Centennial Rest Rooms, Gore, on 25th Feb 1976. 
Inquiries to Mrs P MILNES. 
This meeting was attended by about 50 people, 11 of 
whom were already affiliated members of the 
Genealogy Society. An inaugural meeting was held in 
April 1976 with 35 people attending.    
Officers elected were: 
President, Mrs Pam Milnes, Vice President, Mrs 
Noeline Shaw, Secretary, Mrs Paula Dickie 
Treasurer, Mr R. W. McIntyre, Committee: 
Mr & Mrs T. F. Banks, Mr R Pope, Mr J. E. Smith, 
Miss Pat White and Mr Charles Shanks. 
The scrapbook records early meetings, guest 
speakers, indexing projects and much more. Well 
worth a browse, it will now be available at the 
Heritage Centre. 
Elaine Scott  

>>>>>>>><<<<<<<< 
British Columbia, Canada a volunteer at the Resource 
Center of the Victoria Genealogical Society can 
access Birth, Marriage and Death records for the 
province .  The indexes to these records are on the 
web –   Walter  http://www.cortesmuseum.ca 
www.ireland-genealogy.comonline –  
Irish old age pensions   Thanks to Elaine 
 

SCOTLANDSPEOPLE NEWS 
 

This website, which has had a free index (to 
1900) of Wills and Inventories for Scotland for 
some years, has changed the payment system for 
these documents from £5 each to 10 credits each 
(i.e. £2.33) to bring it into line with the charges 

made for viewing their Birth, Death, Marriage and Census documents. 
The minimum purchase is 30 credits for £7 (which are valid for one 
year).  
                                                                        Thanks to Riccarton Branch 

The Appendix to the Journals of the House of Representatives. 
The AJHR’s are searchable online via the National Library. 
http://atojs.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/atojs?a=p&p=essay  
                                                                   Thanks to Balclutha Branch 
New Zealand Free Ancestry websites from Cindy’s List  
http://sites.google.com/site/freenewzealandancestry/ 
English Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/freebritishancestry/ 
Irish Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/freeirishancestry/ 
Scottish Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/freescottishancestry/ 
Australian Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/freeaustralianancestry/ 
Canadian Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/freecanadianancestry/ 
US Free Ancestry 
http://sites.google.com/site/ancestryresearchfree/ 
                                                                                        Thanks to Stratford Branch 
www.belfastcity.gove.uk/burialrecords/index.asp Belfast Burial 
Records online from 1869. 360,00 records from Belfast Roselawn 
and Dundonald cemeteries                           Thanks to Kapiti Branch 
County Down Research and indexes  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rosd
avies/ 
Antrim, Ireland 
http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySear
ch/Product_Webinars/Robert_Kehrer_-
_June_21_2012/Player.html 
Irish births, marriages and deaths: 
http://www.lostcousins.com/newsletters/may12news.htm#Ireland
BMD 
20 years of Shetland Times BDM indexes at 
www.jghalcrow.co.uk free to download or search online.                                           
 

 
Tracing your soldier ancestor – the Boer 
War and World War One  
Do you have a soldier ancestor? If so here are a 
few ideas on discovering some more details 
about their lives of service. 
 

http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/Cenotaph/locations.
aspx? 
South African (Boer) War – This was the first conflict in which 
soldiers from New Zealand took part. 
New Zealand History online http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/nz-
units-south-africa includes information on the Boer War as well 
as a searchable embarkation database. 
Archives New Zealand http://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ 
holds digitized South African (Boer) War service records. 

http://www.cortesmuseum.ca/
http://www.ireland-genealogy.comonline/
http://atojs.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/atojs?a=p&p=essay
http://sites.google.com/site/ancestryresearchfree/
http://www.belfastcity.gove.uk/burialrecords/index.asp
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rosdavies/
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rosdavies/
http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySearch/Product_Webinars/Robert_Kehrer_-_June_21_2012/Player.html
http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySearch/Product_Webinars/Robert_Kehrer_-_June_21_2012/Player.html
http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySearch/Product_Webinars/Robert_Kehrer_-_June_21_2012/Player.html
http://www.lostcousins.com/newsletters/may12news.htm#IrelandBMD
http://www.lostcousins.com/newsletters/may12news.htm#IrelandBMD
http://www.jghalcrow.co.uk/
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/Cenotaph/locations.aspx
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/Cenotaph/locations.aspx


 

 

Another free site - http://www.angloboerwar.com/ 
with good information on Imperial, Colonial, South 
African and Boer units and with a name search 
facility.  
DID YOU KNOW? When former British colonies 
gained independence from the United Kingdom, their 
governments assumed full responsibility for all 
records relating to their armed forces, with a few 
exceptions. 
• The Imperial Yeomanry was raised in the UK in 
1899 specifically for the Second Boer War. 
• The King's African Rifles was formed from 
various East African forces in 1902 and was based in 
Kenya. 
• The Royal West African Frontier Force was 
formed from various West African forces in 1900. 
There are limited online British Boer War records but 
the place to start is the NationalArchives - 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-
for-person/africanforces.htm 
 
World War One 
British WWI records Unfortunately about 60% of 
the soldiers’ Service Records were irretrievably 
damaged or lost completely as a result of enemy 
bombing in 1940 during the Second World War. 
Only one third survived and these are known as the 
“Burnt Records”. They are administered by the 
National Archives.  
Australia – Some service records have been digitized  
by National Archives - available to view online. 
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/using/search/index.
aspx select begin search and then select 
 name search from the tabs along the top. This 
facility is available for all the major conflicts in 
which Australians served. 
New Zealand – As well as Archives New Zealand 
for WWI records, don’t forget the Leaders of the 
ANZACS at http://www.anzacs.org/ as well as the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum Cenotaph 
Database 
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/cenotap
h/locations.aspx and the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission http://www.cwgc.org/ 
Further information on the Great War is available at 
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/     Thanks to Balclutha Branch 
 

 
A Warning from UK BMD  
The majority of the various BMD sites under the UK 
BMD all end with .org.uk. One exception is the 
Shropshire which is an info. site. Recently the 
domain name CheshireBMD.com has been 
registered. It is nothing to do with BMD and it is a 
scam site to catch the unwary. The recommended 
way to access all BMD sites is to use 
http://UKBMD.org.uk  and always click on ‘the local 
BMD’ button. The Ripon Historian April 2012 http://Gen.org 
 
Genealogy: Collecting dead relatives and sometimes 
a live cousin 
A family tree can wither if nobody tends it's roots 
 

Genealogy Knowledge 
We have all spent time learning which records to trust and which we 
should view with doubt. A photocopy of an original death certificate is 
good, but it is entirely dependent on who the informant was. A widow is 
more likely to be reliable than their adult child, and certainly more than a 
stranger.  
The marriage certificate is the only record where the two participants are 
on site. We hope they are both sober, and not lying about their ages, or 
parents names. Adjusting the truth with their occupation is almost 
permissible.   
 (1) Seek independent backup for every clue.  
Relying on a single source - or, worse, a single reading of a single word 
in a single source - The number of sources is not as important as their 
independence and their quality, evaluated individually.  
(2) Don't be a selective skeptic. All records contain errors. Those 
sources' ability to err is not unique.  
(3) Don't be an evidence snob. If any source can err, any source can 
contain a nugget of truth. Your long-sought clue may appear in 
disreputable circumstances.   
(4) Don't ever stop learning.    
   
 
General Register Office for Northern Ireland (GRONI) is 
going to be putting its registers of births, marriages, and deaths 
online. If all goes according to plan then at some point during 
2013 it will be possible to access births from 1864-1913, 
marriages from 1845-1938, and deaths from 1864-1963 - all from 
the comfort on your own home. 
As the equivalent registers for Scotland are already online this 
will leave England & Wales as the only countries in the UK not 
to offer online access. 

>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<< 
COMPUTER SCAMS 

What not to do ! 
If you receive calls from Yahoo, Microsoft, 
Google, etc. in which someone tells you that 
your computer is:  
1. Spreading malware  

2. Infected with malware  
3. Had been hacked 4.  
Had been comprised by viruses and/or Trojans  
Members note.  
NO ONE and NO legitimate company is going to call you to 
tell you your computer is infected. NEVER. NEVER.  
If anyone calls you and tells you that your computer is infected -- 
HANG UP. If you want to go through the hassle of reporting it to 
the police -- that's up to you –  
Do not talk to these people. NEVER. Especially do not let them 
"connect to your computer" to implement fixes. They'll 
implement a backdoor on your computer so their criminal group 
can access your PC -- or (and more likely) they'll charge you 
$129 or more to "repair" the infection you never had to begin 
with. Plus they'll ask you to pay by credit card -- which opens a 
whole other set of worries.  
Please be careful. If anyone calls you to tell you that you have a 
problem with your PC. Hang up. Do not talk to them, and above 
all do not allow anyone who calls you unsolicited to connect to 
your PC remotely. NEVER. Thanks to Ashburton Family History Group 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
British Newspaper Archives  
Well worth searching is the website  
http:/www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/  
http:/www.london-gazette.co.nz  
which has searchable and has free PDF‟s available. 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/africanforces.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/africanforces.htm
http://www.cwgc.org/
http://ukbmd.org.uk/
http://gen.org/


 

 

 
Research using School 
Records  
The Education Act 1877 
provided for free compulsory 
and secular education for all 
children in New Zealand. The 

compulsory age for starting school has always been 6 
years, however most children seems to start school on 
or near their 5th birthday.  
Leaving Age  
1877 leaving age set at 12 years.  
1901 age raised to 14 years  
1944 age raised to 15 years  
1993 age raised to 16 years.  
 
School Records that can be searched  
1. Register of Admissions , Progress and Withdrawal  
(APWs)  
APWs were required to be kept from 1877, 
unfortunately many early records have been lost, still 
under someone’s bed,  or destroyed, as schools closed 
or merged. Invercargill Library has indexes and 
copies of the Southland schools .  
2. Class Lists (Inspector’s schedules)  
From the 1st. Jan. 1886 every public school had to be 
inspected, the inspectors schedules can be useful, if 
available!.  
3. Attendance Registers  
These give pupils names, ages as at 1st Jan. Time 
since entering their first school, standards they were 
in and absences. These are very useful if APWs have 
not survived.  
4. Staff Records.  
5. School Committee Records  
6. School Jubilee publications, School Year Books. 
The Hokonui Heritage holds a range of jubilee 
publications and Gore High School and St Peters year 
publications.  
7. School Photographs, Early photographs rarely have 
the names attached to the photos. A good website for 
tracking down photographs is 
http:/www.oldfriends.co.nz/  
8. Newspapers . Events at schools are well reported 
in the Ensign and Southland Times. Prize lists, sports 
events, teacher appointments, concerts etc.  
It is well worth using Papers Past.  
 
Problems with using Records.  
1 Not all registers have survived, information in them 
may contain incorrect or false information, and pupils 
missing altogether. 
2 The Privacy Act restricts access to recent registers..  
Repositories for School Records. 
Archives New Zealand is the Repository for most 
New Zealand School Records. 
http:/archway.govt.nz/.  
New Zealand wide information is available of the 
NZSG Kiwi Index available to NZSG Members. 

Thanks to Ashburton Family History Group 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Birth Registration In 
England/Wales  
In England and Wales birth 
registration began on July 1 1837. But 
it can be difficult to find the entry you 
seek. The following article attempts to 
give some explanation of this problem.  

 
1. Non registration. Until 1875 it was not compulsory.  
There was no penalty for non-compliance. Some people thought 
that if the child was baptized, that was sufficient.  
After 1875 the birth had to be registered within 42 days or a fine 
of 7 shillings and sixpence was imposed. (75 cents) It is estimated 
that in the first few decades of civil registration 15% of births 
were not registered. Some parents did not register a birth so that if 
they sent their child out to work below the legal age, it would be 
difficult to prove that he was underage.  
2. Inaccurate information given when registering due to accent, 
poor enunciation, false details deliberately given because the 
child was illegitimate. About 5% of births were illegitimate in the 
years between 1837 and 1965. Look under the maiden name of 
the mother, or the suspected father. The birth may be in a later 
quarter than expected because the parents had failed to register 
within the 42 days, so they fabricated a birth date to avoid paying 
the fine.  
3. The indexes have been copied in various form .over the years, 
some hand written, some printed, some typed and latterly 
computerized. This has allowed a lot of scope for mistakes. 
Inaccurate copying could account for Wilkinson instead of 
Williamson, Milton instead of Wilson etc. Try to think of the 
variations of the name if not successful the first time.  
4. It is recorded that in 1864, 600 names were lost due to 
pages being missed and in 1865, 240 names were omitted.  
5. In Victorian times, a man might assume an extra given name, 
because it was thought that it added importance. Thus, your 
uncle, John Henry, may have been registered only as John or 
Henry.  
6. The child may not have been given a name before it was 
registered, maybe because the parents could not agree on one. In 
this case, it may appear at the end of the surname listings as male 
or female and the birth you are looking for may be identified by 
the name of the registration district.  
7. If you have a date of marriage of the parents, check several 
years before that. I once found a marriage in the 1940‟s and the 3 
children had all been born in the 1920‟s  
8. The birth may not have taken place in England or Wales. It 
could have been in Scotland and Ireland, the Isle of Man and 
the Channel Isles which all had their own indexes.  
9. There are  also indexes for births at sea, births of Army 
personnel and births of British subjects abroad.  

Marjorie Pollard Manchester Genealogist 2011  
<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>> 

findmypast.co.uk   has launched the Canterbury Collection 
and published thousands of new records for Wales, Kent and 
Lincolnshire, and added  three sets of unusual and fascinating 
WWI records. Read on for all our latest news... 49,184 new 
parish marriage records for Lincolnshire on findmypast.co.uk for 
the period 1700-1837 
29,420 new parish records for Merionethshire and North West 
Kent on  
WWI records on Oldham Employers' Roll of Honour 1914-1920 
and Oldham Pals 1914-1920. 



 

 

 


